Unit 10

Prime Numbers & Factoring
This is straightforward mathematics, and may not be particularly useful in ministry, but it is still something that is worth knowing.  And you never know—it might turn out to be helpful in a way you don't expect in a later lesson.

Prime numbers are defined as being numbers that are only divisible by themselves and one.  Seven, for instance, is a prime number: nothing but one and seven divide it evenly.  18 is not a prime number—you can divide 18 by 1, 2, 3, 6, 9 and 18.  101 is prime, but 100, which is divisible by 1, 2, 4, 5, 25, 50 and 100, is not.  If a number is not prime it is called a composite number.  All numbers are either prime or composite.

There are a few quick ways of detecting some composite numbers.  Except for 2, which is a prime number, all even numbers are composite: they can be divided by 2.  Other than 5, which is prime, any number ending in a 5 will be divisible by 5, and therefore composite.  Naturally, any number ending in a 0 is divisible by 10, and therefore composite.  If you add up all the digits of a number, and the result is divisible by 3, the number itself is divisible by three: 123456, for instance, is divisible by 3.  1+2+3+4+5+6 = 21 which is divisible by 3, so 123456 is, as well.  In fact, no matter how you shuffle those 6 digits, the result will be divisible by three.  Check me on your calculator on that one!

Here is a tabulation of the primes less than 100.  The primes are in italics and are red.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40

	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48
	49
	50

	51
	52
	53
	54
	55
	56
	57
	58
	59
	60

	61
	62
	63
	64
	65
	66
	67
	68
	69
	70

	71
	72
	73
	74
	75
	76
	77
	78
	79
	80

	81
	82
	83
	84
	85
	86
	87
	88
	89
	90

	91
	92
	93
	94
	95
	96
	97
	98
	99
	100


The listing of primes, by the way, is endless—they become rarer and rarer as the numbers get larger, but there is no end to them, a point that the ancient Greeks proved millennia ago.

Now that we've got an idea as to what prime and composite numbers are, there is factoring: breaking a composite number down into the list of prime numbers that divide it.

Consider 6, first.  Six can be divided by 2 and 3, and in fact 6 is 2*3.  (Note: the asterisk is being used to indicate multiplication here, and will be used that way in other lessons)

24 can be divided by 2, getting 12.  It can be divided by 2 a second time, getting 6 and then a third time, getting 3, which is a prime number.  24 is therefore 2*2*2*3.  Using exponents, that would be 23*3, which is the "normal" way of writing factorizations.

105 is clearly not divisible by 2: 105/2 is 52 ½--it has a remainder of 1.  Looking at it, though, it is clearly divisible by 5, giving 21.  You can divide 21 by 3, getting 7.  So, 105 is 3*5*7.

Just as a matter of protocol, by the way, the prime factors are listed in ascending order—the smaller numbers to the left and the larger numbers to the right.

As far as actually doing the factoring, by the way, as you increase the size of the divisor, it will ultimately get larger than the square root of whatever hasn’t been factored.  When that happens, the unfactored part will be a prime number.
In the more general sense, consider the listing of all primes, in ascending order: p​1 = 2, p2 = 3, p3 = 5 and so on.  Let ai be the power to which pi is raised in the factoring of some number, call it n.  Then, using the product notation used in unit 4, you can say that:
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[image: image1.wmf]1

i

a

i

i

p

¥

=

Õ


where ∞ means "infinity" or, if you prefer, going on for ever and ever.

Note that the exponents of some primes may be zero.  Do you remember what x0 is?  I thought so: it is 1.

Scripture on Trusting in Wealth

Scripture has a great deal to say about money and our relationship with it.  Here is a listing of Scriptures dealing with money and personal finance.
Retrieved from http://www.providentplan.com/personal-finance-bible-verses/ 

You may say to yourself, 'My power and my own ability have gained this wealth for me,' but remember that the LORD your God gives you the power to gain wealth, in order to confirm His covenant He swore to your fathers, as it is today.  Deuteronomy 8:17-18

The LORD brings poverty and gives wealth; He humbles and He exalts. 1 Samuel 2:7

Then David praised the LORD in the sight of all the assembly. David said, May You be praised, LORD God of our father Israel, from eternity to eternity. Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the splendor and the majesty, for everything in the heavens and on earth belongs to You. Yours, LORD, is the kingdom, and You are exalted as head over all. Riches and honor come from You, and You are the ruler of everything. Power and might are in Your hand, and it is in Your hand to make great and to give strength to all. Now therefore, our God, we give You thanks and praise Your glorious name. But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? For everything comes from You, and we have given You only what comes from Your own hand. For we live before You as foreigners and temporary residents in Your presence as were all our ancestors. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. Yahweh our God, all this wealth that we've provided for building You a house for Your holy name comes from Your hand; everything belongs to You. I know, my God, that You test the heart and that You are pleased with what is right. I have willingly given all these things with an upright heart, and now I have seen Your people who are present here giving joyfully and willingly to You. LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our ancestors, keep this desire forever in the thoughts of the hearts of Your people, and confirm their hearts toward You. 1 Chronicles 29:10-18

 If I placed my confidence in gold or called fine gold my trust, if I have rejoiced because my wealth is great or because my own hand has acquired so much, if I have gazed at the sun when it was shining or at the moon moving in splendor, so that my heart was secretly enticed and I threw them a kiss, this would also be a crime deserving punishment, for I would have denied God above. Job 31:24-28

"LORD, make me to know my end And what is the extent of my days; Let me know how transient I am. "Behold, You have made my days as handbreadths, And my lifetime as nothing in Your sight; Surely every man at his best is a mere breath. Selah. "Surely every man walks about as a phantom; Surely they make an uproar for nothing; He amasses riches and does not know who will gather them. "And now, Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in You.  Psalms 39:4-7

For the choir director. A Psalm of the sons of Korah. Hear this, all peoples; Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, Both low and high, Rich and poor together. My mouth will speak wisdom, And the meditation of my heart will be understanding. I will incline my ear to a proverb; I will express my riddle on the harp. Why should I fear in days of adversity, When the iniquity of my foes surrounds me, Even those who trust in their wealth And boast in the abundance of their riches? No man can by any means redeem his brother Or give to God a ransom for him-- For the redemption of his soul is costly, And he should cease trying forever-- That he should live on eternally, That he should not undergo decay. For he sees that even wise men die; The stupid and the senseless alike perish And leave their wealth to others. Their inner thought is that their houses are forever And their dwelling places to all generations; They have called their lands after their own names. But man in his pomp will not endure; He is like the beasts that perish. This is the way of those who are foolish, And of those after them who approve their words. Selah. As sheep they are appointed for Sheol; Death shall be their shepherd; And the upright shall rule over them in the morning, And their form shall be for Sheol to consume So that they have no habitation. But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, For He will receive me. Selah. Do not be afraid when a man becomes rich, When the glory of his house is increased; For when he dies he will carry nothing away; His glory will not descend after him. Though while he lives he congratulates himself-- And though men praise you when you do well for yourself-- He shall go to the generation of his fathers; They will never see the light. Man in his pomp, yet without understanding, Is like the beasts that perish. 

Hear this, all you peoples; listen, all who inhabit the world, both low and high, rich and poor together. My mouth speaks wisdom; my heart's meditation brings understanding. I turn my ear to a proverb; I explain my riddle with a lyre. Why should I fear in times of trouble? The iniquity of my foes surrounds me. They trust in their wealth and boast of their abundant riches. Yet these cannot redeem a person or pay his ransom to God-- since the price of redeeming him is too costly, one should forever stop trying-- so that he may live forever and not see the Pit. For one can see that wise men die; foolish and stupid men also pass away. Then they leave their wealth to others. Their graves are their eternal homes, their homes from generation to generation, though they have named estates after themselves. But despite his assets, man will not last; he is like the animals that perish. This is the way of those who are arrogant, and of their followers, who approve of their words. Selah. Like sheep they are headed for Sheol; Death will shepherd them. The upright will rule over them in the morning, and their form will waste away in Sheol, far from their lofty abode. But God will redeem my life from the power of Sheol, for He will take me. Selah. Do not be afraid when a man gets rich, when the wealth of his house increases. For when he dies, he will take nothing at all; his wealth will not follow him down. Though he praises himself during his lifetime-- and people praise you when you do well for yourself-- he will go to the generation of his fathers; they will never see the light. A man with valuable possessions but without understanding is like the animals that perish.  Psalm 49:1-20

My soul, wait in silence for God only, For my hope is from Him. He only is my rock and my salvation, My stronghold; I shall not be shaken. On God my salvation and my glory rest; The rock of my strength, my refuge is in God. Trust in Him at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah. Men of low degree are only vanity and men of rank are a lie; In the balances they go up; They are together lighter than breath. Do not trust in oppression And do not vainly hope in robbery; If riches increase, do not set your heart upon them. Once God has spoken; Twice I have heard this: That power belongs to God; And lovingkindness is Yours, O Lord, For You recompense a man according to his work. Psalms 62:5-12

Wise men store up knowledge, But with the mouth of the foolish, ruin is at hand. Proverbs 10:14

The name of the LORD is a strong tower; The righteous runs into it and is safe. A rich man's wealth is his strong city, And like a high wall in his own imagination. Proverbs 18:10-11

Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it. When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens. Proverbs 23:4-5

Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day may bring forth. Proverbs 27:1

I have seen that every labor and every skill which is done is the result of rivalry between a man and his neighbor. This too is vanity and striving after wind. The fool folds his hands and consumes his own flesh. One hand full of rest is better than two fists full of labor and striving after wind. Ecclesiastes 4:4-6

Then I looked again at vanity under the sun. There was a certain man without a dependent, having neither a son nor a brother, yet there was no end to all his labor. Indeed, his eyes were not satisfied with riches and he never asked, "And for whom am I laboring and depriving myself of pleasure?" This too is vanity and it is a grievous task.  Ecclesiastes 4:7-8

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:19-21

"Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys. "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Luke 12:33-34

"And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  Matthew 13:22

"And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who have heard the word, but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. Mark 4:18-19

"The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity. Luke 8:14

"For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? Matthew 16:26

"For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? Luke 9:25

Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned much property. And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. "Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, "Then who can be saved?" And looking at them Jesus said to them, "With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." Then Peter said to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then will there be for us?" And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. "And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life. "But many who are first will be last; and the last, first. Matthew 19:21-30

Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, "One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property. And Jesus, looking around, *said to His disciples, "How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!" The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus *answered again and *said to them, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." They were even more astonished and said to Him, "Then who can be saved?" Looking at them, Jesus *said, "With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God." Peter began to say to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and followed You." Jesus said, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel's sake, but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. "But many who are first will be last, and the last, first." Mark 10:21-31

When Jesus heard this, He said to him, "One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." But when he had heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. And Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God! "For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." They who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" But He said, "The things that are impossible with people are possible with God." Peter said, "Behold, we have left our own homes and followed You." And He said to them, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life." Luke 18:22-30

And turning His gaze toward His disciples, He began to say, "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. "Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. "Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man. "Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven. For in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets. "But woe to you who are rich, for you are receiving your comfort in full. "Woe to you who are well-fed now, for you shall be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. "Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers used to treat the false prophets in the same way. "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. "Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either. "Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back. "Treat others the same way you want them to treat you. "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. "If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. "If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount. "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. "Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned. "Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure--pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return." Luke 6:20-38

Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions." And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man was very productive. "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?' "Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."' "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?' "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." Luke 12:15-21

When one of those who were reclining at the table with Him heard this, he said to Him, "Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!" But He said to him, "A man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many; and at the dinner hour he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for everything is ready now.' "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first one said to him, 'I have bought a piece of land and I need to go out and look at it; please consider me excused.' "Another one said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please consider me excused.' "Another one said, 'I have married a wife, and for that reason I cannot come.' "And the slave came back and reported this to his master. Then the head of the household became angry and said to his slave, 'Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind and lame.' "And the slave said, 'Master, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.' "And the master said to the slave, 'Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, so that my house may be filled. 'For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste of my dinner.'"  Luke 14:15-24

"No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and were scoffing at Him. And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God. Luke 16:13-15

"Be on guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day will not come on you suddenly like a trap; Luke 21:34

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2

For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. Philippians 3:18-19

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 1 Timothy 6:17-19

But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position; and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away. For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away. James 1:9-11

Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? James 2:5

Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? James 2:5

'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.  Revelation 3:17-18

Ten Lessons on Biblical Principles of Financial Stewardship

Adapted from: Crown Financial Ministries’ Biblical Financial Study, small group student manual, from www.accounseling.org
1. Stewardship: Luke 16:11. How we handle money reflects our spiritual life.  It has been said that one’s checkbook is the clearest measure of what is important in one’s life. Possessions compete with the Lord for first place in our lives: Matthew 6:24.

2. God’s Part vs. Our Part: 1 Chronicles 29:11-12, Deuteronomy 10:14b, Psalm 50:10-12, Luke 14:33, 1 Corinthians 4:2.  God owns everything; we own nothing, being stewards of what we have, not owners.
3. Debt: Proverbs 22:7, Romans 13:8, 1 Corinthians 7:23.  Debt is discouraged, though not absolutely forbidden, in Scripture; it makes the debtor a slave to the lender.  Incur debt only after heartfelt prayer and seeking the leading of the Holy Spirit
4. Counsel: Proverbs 12:15, Proverbs 19:20.  Search Scripture on decisions; seek the advice of Godly people that you know; and seek the counsel of the Lord
5. Honesty: Leviticus 19:11, Proverbs 20:23.  Honesty is not just the best policy; it is the only good policy.  Dishonesty, being a sin, hinders our prayers and shows an impoverished love of God over things.
6. Giving: Acts 20:35, 1 Corinthians 13:3; 2 Corinthians 9:7.  We are expected to give to the Lord’s work and to support the widow, the orphan and the poor in general.  When all of the different tithes are added up, the Israelites were expected to give just over 23% of their income.  How much you give is between you and the Lord.  In deciding how much to give, it is wise to remember that God is as concerned with what you keep as what you give.
7. Work: Colossians 3:23-24, Genesis 2:15, 2 Thessalonians 3:10b.  We were created to work, and we are expected to provide for ourselves and our families, if we are at all able. Yet we must balance work with worship and ministry to our family—which is our primary ministry—as well as ministering to those around us.  Part of our ministry to those around us is being a Godly employee, working as to the Lord and, in so far as doing so does not cause us to sin, being obedient to our employer.  It has been truly said that if you are too busy to be still and know that God is God, you are too busy.
8. Investing: Money itself is not evil; what Scripture condemns is the love of money: 1 Timothy 6:10a, as well as Luke 12:16-21.  Saving, and investing, is implicit in 1 Timothy 5:8.  Providing for our own also includes having a reserve that can be tapped in the event of an emergency.  Investing and saving for no other reason than to accumulate wealth, however, is loving money, and proscribed.
9. Perspective: Philippians 4:11-13.  No standard of living is specifically required, nor any lifestyle other than laboring to live a righteous, God-honoring life.  Seven principles that should greatly influence our lifestyle:
a. Practice Contentment: Philippians 4:11. We should receive what God gives, whether much or little, with thanksgiving. He has promised to provide for our needs, not necessarily our wants, though He may well grant some of the wants as well
b. Avoid Coveting: Coveting is wanting what someone else has and that you lack.  Coveting is a form of idolatry, the coveted thing becoming an idol.
c. Avoid comparing your lifestyle with others’ lifestyles: Comparing my lifestyle to yours will either lead to coveting what you have, and I lack, or it will lead to pride about what I have, and you lack.
d. As the Spirit leads, enjoy what you have: As long as your spending decisions are made with the Lord’s guidance sought and followed, On the one hand, God desires us to have as much joy as possible; on the other hand, we must not make an idol out of pleasure and happiness, either.
e. Strive to live simply: 1 Thessalonians 4:11a.  What we own demands our time, and often money to maintain.  Possessions can easily eclipse God’s position as first in our lives.  A quiet, simple life is the safest
f. Realize that success apart from serving Jesus is empty: It was CT Studd who said “Only one life, ‘twill soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will last.”  Mark 8:36.
g. Do not be conformed to the world: The world bombards us all with temptations, be they possessions, prestige, power or other things the world offers.  Each must be evaluated from the Christian perspective: will this directly serve Christ’s Kingdom, or will it enable me to serve it better or more?
10. Eternity: Matthew 8:36. This life is transient; eternity is forever.  1 Peter 2:11 points out that we are strangers and pilgrims in this world. Moreover, when this life has passed, there remains the issue of the final judgement, Hebrews 9:27.  In our words, deeds and decisions, we need to be cognizant of the fact that we will have to give answer for them; Matthew 12:36 focuses on words, but other passages look at deeds.
Two Biblical principles to keep us in perspective with our possessions:

· We will leave it all behind. When we die, we take nothing with us.  All the earthly goods that we have amassed will go to others.
· Everything will be destroyed: 2 Peter 3:10 Even what we leave behind us is transient.  Only that which is in Heaven is permanent.
In summary, our material resources are gifts from God, intended to provide for our needs as well as equipping us to be the face, hands and feet of God in meeting the needs of others around us.  This life is but a brief window of time in which we can serve God—we must make the best use of it that we can.
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