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INTRODUCTION




ARE YOU SEEKING a Christian or Ministry Degree Program?




🎓 Why Choose the Leadership Excellence School at Christian Leaders Institute?


The Leadership Excellence School at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) is not just another online program. It is part of a Spirit-led, global movement committed to offering accessible, high-quality Christian education for those called to lead in their churches, communities, and beyond.


With over 200 free online correspondence courses, the Leadership Excellence School gives you the opportunity to earn an Associate or Bachelor’s Degree in Divinity, Chaplaincy, or Christian Leadership—without the crushing burden of student debt.

Here’s how we do it:





Tuition-Free Learning


All courses are free to access and complete. You only pay low-cost educational service fees that cover program administration and credential processing.





A “Give-It-Forward” Model

Our educational opportunity is made possible through a Give-It-Forward model, which includes the overhead cost of creating and delivering the courses you study.

Instead of charging tuition, CLI invites students and supporters to contribute when and if they are able, helping others access the same education. There is no obligation to give. 


Christian Leaders Institute is a gift to you, and if God calls you to pray and give, you’ll become a blessing to others. This is a Christians-helping-Christians model—leaving no one behind in the knowledge of the Lord due to income status. It breaks the yoke of financial oppression and reflects our biblical mission:


Spread the Good News at all cost—with no-cost courses for those who need to study.


While the Leadership Excellence School does include educational service fees for degrees, these are kept low and manageable—because this model exists to set you free to take the next step in your calling and ministry journey.





Globally Accessible

Anyone, anywhere in the world with a smartphone, laptop, or computer can enroll and begin their education today.





Transfer Opportunities

Our degrees can lead to further study at partner institutions, opening doors to missions, chaplaincy, church leadership, and nonprofit service.




✝️ Who Is the Leadership Excellence School For?





Whether you are:



	A Christian eager to grow in biblical wisdom and leadership

	Exploring a ministry calling as a volunteer, part-time, or full-time leader

	Seeking trusted credentials to serve in churches, schools, chaplaincy, or community outreach

	A disciple with a powerful testimony, ready to steward your story to serve others

	Looking for an affordable online correspondence degree to pursue a future master’s degree

	A homeschooled teen seeking dual enrollment options or a college degree before the age of 20

	Someone called to be ordained as a Minister of the Word or Kingdom Chaplain with the Christian Leaders Alliance or another Christian religious society

	An existing pastor seeking formal theological training

	Rebuilding your life after loss, divorce, or past mistakes, and in need of a fresh start through high-quality online education

	Very busy, but deeply called to study—and finding that online correspondence education fits your schedule




Whatever your reason, the degree program at CLI may be exactly what you’ve been praying for.

In fact, the Leadership Excellence School at Christian Leaders Institute may be your next faithful step.


“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.”

— 2 Timothy 2:15

🔥 Step Into Something Bigger


This isn’t just about earning a degree—it’s about stepping into a Kingdom movement.


When you enroll in the Leadership Excellence School at Christian Leaders Institute, you join a worldwide community of believers from every continent—being trained, equipped, and released to bring healing, hope, and truth to a world in desperate need of Christ.


You are called. You are needed. The time is now.
















CHAPTER ONE

Chapter One - Welcome to Christian Leaders Institute







CHAPTER ONE: UNDERSTAND the Online Correspondence Approach

Your Learning Journey Through Christian Leaders Institute Courses


You’ve taken an important step toward equipping yourself for Christian leadership. Now that you've been introduced to the Leadership Excellence School, this chapter will help you understand how your learning will unfold through Christian Leaders Institute’s unique online correspondence model—and what to expect from the courses that shape your journey.




📬 What Is Online Correspondence Education?


At CLI, you’ll study through a correspondence-style format—a flexible, self-paced learning method designed for real-life ministry and personal growth.


Unlike traditional colleges or live online classes with fixed schedules or required Zoom sessions, CLI’s approach gives you full control over when and how you learn. You can:



	Study on your own time

	Use your phone, tablet, or computer

	Complete lessons at your own pace

	Pause and resume based on your life circumstances




Each course gives you up to 180 days to complete your work, making this model ideal for those balancing work, family, ministry, or other responsibilities. This isn’t just education—it’s education that adapts to your life and your calling.




📚 What to Expect in CLI Courses


CLI courses are carefully designed to support your growth as a Christian leader. Each course includes:



	Video lectures from experienced and credentialed instructors

	Digital textbooks and readings for in-depth learning

	Quizzes and assessments to reinforce what you’ve learned

	Ministry reflection activities to connect theory with real-life service




All materials are accessible online and remain available throughout your journey, so you can revisit lessons anytime for deeper understanding or review.




🎓 Is Online College Right for You?

Discover the Christian Correspondence Advantage


If you're exploring how to grow in your calling—especially as a Christian leader—you may be asking:


“What kind of online college is best for me?”


It’s a great question—and an increasingly common one.


Maybe you feel a tug to understand the Bible more deeply, lead more effectively in your church or community, or prepare for ministry, missions, or chaplaincy. Or perhaps you’re simply looking for a Christ-centered, flexible education that fits your budget.


The good news? You have options.


But not all online colleges are created equal:



	Some are built for secular career advancement, not ministry training

	Some offer flexibility, but carry high tuition costs

	Some are convenient, but lack a biblical foundation




At Christian Leaders Institute, we’ve built something different—an educational path that matches your faith, values, schedule, and calling.


Our online correspondence model is ideal for real people with real responsibilities who feel a real call to serve. You won’t be forced into a rigid academic calendar. You won’t go into debt. And you won’t have to compromise your convictions to get a quality education.





💡 What Is an Online College?


Online colleges have truly changed the game for students around the world.


In the past, attending college meant physically relocating, sitting in classrooms, and rearranging your entire life around fixed class times and campus demands. That model still works for some—but for many people today, it simply doesn’t fit.


Thanks to the rise of online colleges, you no longer need to uproot your life to pursue a quality education. With just a laptop, an internet connection, and a sense of purpose, you can learn from anywhere in the world.


Whether you're:



	A busy parent juggling family responsibilities,

	A bi-vocational minister balancing work and church leadership,

	A missionary stationed far from any traditional seminary,

	Or simply someone who lives in a rural or underserved area without access to Christian education,




Online college can open the door to meaningful, life-changing learning—on your schedule and at your pace.


But here's the key: not all online colleges are the same.


While many offer the convenience of digital learning, they vary widely in cost, structure, spiritual alignment, and overall mission. Some are designed for career advancement in the corporate world. Others may carry a prestigious name but come with high tuition fees and secular worldviews. And some provide flexibility but lack the personal touch or ministry focus you may be seeking.


That’s why it’s important to understand your options—and to find a model that not only fits your life, but also fuels your calling.


Christian Leaders Institute offers a distinct path: the Christian online correspondence college model. It’s built to serve Christian leaders—like you—who are ready to grow, lead, and make a difference in the world.


Let’s explore how this model compares with the others—and why it may be exactly what you’ve been searching for.


 


🆚 Comparing Three Types of Online College Models





🏛️ Traditional Colleges with Online Options


These are well-established colleges and universities—many with decades (or even centuries) of history—that now offer some or all of their degree programs online. You may recognize some of these schools by name, as they often have strong reputations, well-known faculty, and expansive alumni networks.


In recent years, many of these institutions have expanded into online learning, offering what is often called a hybrid or remote learning model. Students can enroll in courses from home while still benefiting from the brand and credibility of the institution.


At first glance, this sounds like the best of both worlds—but there are a few key considerations.





✅ Pros



	Prestigious Name Recognition


Attending a well-known university can look impressive on a résumé or application. It may help in certain job markets or graduate school admissions.


	Established Accreditation


These colleges are often regionally or nationally accredited, providing credibility and a clear path for further academic or career advancement.


	Occasional In-Person Opportunities


Some programs may allow students to attend campus events, residencies, or networking gatherings for deeper connection and access to professors or peers.





❌ Cons



	Very Expensive


These schools typically charge the same high tuition for their online programs as they do for on-campus learning. Expect to pay $20,000 to $50,000 per year—which can result in massive student debt. Financial aid may be available, but even with loans or scholarships, many students feel burdened for years after graduating.


	Limited Flexibility


While courses are delivered online, they often follow a strict academic calendar with fixed class times, deadlines, and group projects. This can be challenging for adults with full-time jobs, caregiving responsibilities, or unpredictable schedules.


	Not Ministry-Focused


Even if the school has a religious history or a few theology courses, the majority of programs are not tailored for ministry-minded students. You might receive academic training, but you won’t necessarily be equipped for real-world Christian leadership or Kingdom impact.





 


In short, traditional colleges with online options are often best suited for students seeking career-focused degrees in secular fields—and who can afford the cost. For Christians feeling called into ministry, chaplaincy, or missions, these institutions may offer prestige but often lack the spiritual depth and flexibility needed to nurture a true calling.


That’s why many are turning to more ministry-aligned options, like online correspondence education at Christian Leaders Institute.





🌐 Online Distance Learning Colleges


Online distance learning colleges are educational institutions that operate entirely online, with no physical campus required. These schools were built from the ground up to serve remote students, offering flexible access to courses, degree programs, and academic support through digital platforms.


Over the past two decades, distance learning colleges have grown rapidly in popularity. They provide a structured online experience for people who want to earn a college degree without ever setting foot in a traditional classroom.


Think of them as virtual universities with full-time staff, student portals, digital libraries, scheduled lectures, and degree tracks—all designed to function smoothly in an internet-driven world.


For students who are self-motivated and tech-savvy, this model can be appealing. But for those seeking Christ-centered formation and ministry training, there are some significant drawbacks to consider.





✅ Pros



	Accredited and Recognized


Many online distance learning colleges are regionally accredited, meaning their degrees are accepted by employers, licensing boards, and graduate schools. This offers a level of academic credibility for those pursuing professional careers.


	Remote-Friendly by Design


Because these institutions are built for online learners, the interface is usually user-friendly and the experience polished. Students can access everything they need from home—course materials, assignments, discussion boards, tutoring services, and more.


	Academic Support Systems


Many of these colleges offer virtual tutoring, academic advising, and sometimes career counseling. This structure can help students stay on track, especially those who need regular feedback or encouragement.





❌ Cons



	High Cost


While sometimes cheaper than traditional colleges, distance learning colleges can still be very expensive. It’s not unusual to pay $5,000–$10,000 or more per semester, plus fees and textbooks. That means students may still face significant debt, even without attending a campus.


	Rigid Schedules


Despite being online, most programs are tied to a semester calendar, with weekly deadlines, timed exams, and fixed start dates. This can be difficult for students who need true schedule flexibility—especially working adults, caregivers, or ministry leaders with unpredictable routines.


	Secular Worldview


One of the most important things to understand: most online distance colleges are not Christ-centered. Their curriculum is typically built from a secular or humanistic worldview, and courses on theology or ethics may contradict a biblical perspective. For students called into ministry, missions, or Kingdom leadership, this can leave a serious gap in spiritual formation.





 


In summary, online distance learning colleges may be a good fit for students looking for professional degrees in fields like business, IT, or healthcare—but they often fall short for ministry-minded learners who desire a deeply biblical, low-cost, and truly flexible education.


That’s where the online correspondence model of Christian Leaders Institute stands out.





📬 Online Correspondence Colleges (The CLI Model)


This is where Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) shines. Our model is built to serve real people with real callings—those who want to grow in Christ, lead with purpose, and serve their communities, churches, or ministries without going into debt.


Online correspondence colleges operate on a flexible, self-paced model. Students complete their studies through a fully online platform, but without the rigid weekly deadlines or semester schedules common in other online programs. This makes it ideal for busy Christian leaders, homeschool parents, pastors, volunteers, chaplains, and bi-vocational ministers.


CLI takes this model a step further: we offer free access to all our courses, supported by generous donors and small credentialing fees. Our programs are rooted in biblical truth, focused on ministry, and built to meet the needs of students around the globe.





✅ Pros



	Tuition-Free Access


Every student at CLI can enroll, study, and grow without paying tuition. There’s no catch—just free, high-quality ministry training made possible by our Give-It-Forward donation model.


	Study at Your Own Pace


Life is unpredictable—but that shouldn’t stop you from answering God’s call. With CLI, you decide when to study, how fast to progress, and how to fit learning into your daily life.


	Ministry-Focused Programs


Unlike secular colleges, our entire curriculum is designed to equip Christian leaders. Whether you're preparing for pastoral ministry, chaplaincy, evangelism, youth work, church planting, or discipleship—CLI offers specific, practical courses for your calling.


	Biblically Grounded


Every class is anchored in Scripture and a Christian worldview. You won’t have to filter out unbiblical ideologies—you’ll be strengthened in your walk with Christ and trained to handle God’s Word rightly.


	Globally Available


CLI reaches students in over 200 nations. Whether you live in a major city or a remote village, if you have internet access, you can receive Christian education and ministry training right where you are.


	Transferable College Credits


CLI’s college-level courses can be applied toward Associate and Bachelor degrees through our Leadership Excellence School. Many of these credits are also transferable to accredited partner institutions like Liberty University, Calvin Seminary, Nations University, and more.


	Recognized by the U.S. Department of Education


CLI is listed through its candidacy status with the Association for Biblical Higher Education (ABHE), an accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. This gives students added confidence in the value of their training.





❌ Cons



	Requires Motivation and Self-Discipline


With great flexibility comes great responsibility. Because CLI doesn’t operate on fixed deadlines, students must be self-motivated to stay on track. This model works best for those who are eager to learn and disciplined in their study habits.


	Recognition Still Growing


While CLI is widely respected in Christian ministry circles and continuing to grow in academic awareness, it may not yet have the same name recognition as long-established universities. However, that’s changing quickly as thousands of students graduate, become ordained, and transfer to advanced programs worldwide.





 


In short, CLI’s online correspondence model offers the most ministry-aligned, accessible, and debt-free path to Christian education available today.


If you’re looking for an opportunity to grow deeper in your faith, receive training for your calling, and serve God more effectively—without the burden of student loans—then CLI may be exactly what you’ve been praying for.


Let’s explore what makes this model the right choice for your future in ministry.


 


🎓Leadership Excellence School at CLI


A Pathway to Christian Higher Education—Without the Debt


Are you seeking a college-level education that is deeply rooted in Scripture, spiritually enriching, and financially accessible?


The Leadership Excellence School at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) offers exactly that—and more.


We believe every believer called to lead, preach, counsel, or serve should have access to high-quality, ministry-focused education, regardless of location or income. That’s why the Leadership Excellence School was created: to provide students around the world with college-level degrees through a tuition-free, biblically grounded, online correspondence model.


What Can You Earn?


At the Leadership Excellence School, you can pursue:


Associate of Divinity

Build a solid foundation in biblical knowledge, theology, and ministry leadership.


Bachelor of Divinity

Prepare for advanced leadership in ministry, pastoral care, or chaplaincy with in-depth studies in Scripture, church history, preaching, and applied ministry.


Bachelor of Christian Leadership or Chaplaincy (select tracks)

Focus on specific ministry roles, including nonprofit leadership, bi-vocational ministry, community chaplaincy, or church revitalization.


📚 What’s Included?


All Books and Course Materials Are Included

No hidden textbook fees. Every course comes with downloadable or online-access resources that support your learning from start to finish.


100% Online and Self-Paced

Study anytime, from anywhere in the world. Whether you’re in the U.S., Africa, Asia, or a remote village—if you have an internet connection, you can pursue your degree.


No Tuition Cost

That’s right—CLI is tuition-free. You’ll never receive a tuition bill. Our “Give-It-Forward” model invites those who are able to donate to support the mission, but no one is ever required to pay to study.


Low Credentialing Fees

When you’re ready to receive official certificates, transcripts, or diplomas, a small processing fee applies. For those who cannot afford it, scholarship support may be available.


 


💲What Does It Cost?


At traditional colleges, a Bachelor of Divinity degree can cost $30,000 to $100,000 or more when you add in tuition, books, and fees.


At CLI, you can complete a full Bachelor of Divinity degree for as little as $4,000 total in the United States—including all books and materials.


And for students in developing nations, the cost is even lower through tiered pricing and generous donor support.


This means you can graduate debt-free, ready to serve God and others without the burden of student loans.


 


🌍 Who Is the Leadership Excellence School For?


This program is ideal for:


•    Christians feeling called into ministry, missions, or chaplaincy


•    Pastors and ministry workers seeking formal training and credentials


•    Homeschool graduates looking for college-level Bible and theology education


•    Bi-vocational leaders and elders who want to grow in leadership and doctrine


•    International students with limited access to seminary or ministry schools


Whether you’re just starting your journey or picking up where life interrupted your education, the Leadership Excellence School at CLI is a flexible, faithful, and affordable way to grow in your calling.


 


✝️ Why It Matters


In a world filled with noise, confusion, and spiritual hunger, the need for grounded, confident Christian leaders has never been greater.


The Apostle Paul’s words to Timothy ring with clarity and urgency:


“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.”

— 2 Timothy 2:15 (WEB)


This isn’t just a verse—it’s a mandate for every believer called into leadership, ministry, or service. It’s a call to prepare, to study, to grow—not for personal glory, but to stand before God approved, and to serve others with truth and grace.


At Christian Leaders Institute, that’s exactly what we aim to help you become:


An approved worker—who knows the Scriptures and applies them with wisdom.


A confident servant—ready to preach, counsel, teach, or lead with humility and clarity.


A difference-maker—who brings light into dark places, healing to broken hearts, and hope to weary souls.


And here’s the best part:


You don’t have to wait until you have more money, more time, or more connections.


You don’t have to go into debt or put your family’s finances at risk to follow your calling.


You don’t have to do it alone—you’ll join a global movement of fellow Christian leaders walking the same path, growing, learning, and encouraging one another along the way.


This is more than just a degree—it’s a step of faith.

A response to God's call.

A preparation for the good works He has prepared for you to do (Ephesians 2:10).


At the Leadership Excellence School of Christian Leaders Institute, you will be trained, equipped, and empowered—spiritually, biblically, and practically—to lead with confidence and serve with joy.


So if your heart burns with a desire to serve Christ more fully…

If you’ve felt the tug to deepen your knowledge and sharpen your calling…

This is your time.


Let’s walk this journey together. Let’s multiply leaders. Let’s impact the world—for Christ.

[image: ]Types of Courses at CLI while you study for your degree. 


To support your calling, CLI offers three main types of courses:


1. College-Level Courses


These are the foundation of our degree programs. They are academically rigorous, taught by trained faculty, and designed for those pursuing formal ministry, ordination, or advanced theological study. You may want to take a course not in your degree program, but in an additional interest area. 


2. Ministry Skills & Ordination Courses


These courses equip you for hands-on ministry. Whether you’re becoming a volunteer chaplain, officiant, small group leader, or preparing for ordination through the Christian Leaders Alliance, these courses offer practical, relevant training.


3. Mini-Courses


Need quick training on a focused topic? Mini-courses can often be completed in less than 5 hours. These are ideal for skill-building, leadership development, or refreshing your knowledge.





Learning That Adapts to You


Whether you're studying during a lunch break, after the kids go to bed, or early in the morning before work, CLI’s online correspondence model adapts to your life—not the other way around. You don’t have to ask permission to pause. You don’t have to fall behind if life gets complicated.


You are free to move fast, go slow, or take breaks—as long as you complete your course within the allowed time.





What This Means for You


This model prepares you for real-world ministry, where flexibility, discipline, and adaptability are essential. It allows you to grow deeply in knowledge without tuition costs, deadlines, or relocation. You’ll learn at your pace, but you’re never alone—support is available whenever you need it through our online community and CLI staff.
















CHAPTER TWO

Chapter Two - How Does an Online Correpondence Education Compare?







🎓 IS ONLINE College Right for You?


Discover the Christian Correspondence Advantage at Christian Leaders Institute


If you're exploring how to further your education and grow in your calling—especially as a Christian leader—you may be wondering:


“What kind of online college is best for me?”


It’s a great question—and one that more and more people are asking. Maybe you feel a growing desire to understand the Bible more deeply, lead in your church or community, or prepare for chaplaincy, missions, or ministry service. Or maybe you’re simply looking for a Christian-based education that fits your busy life and your budget.


The good news? You have options.


But not all online colleges are created equal. Some are built for career advancement in the business world. Others offer flexible degrees but carry hefty tuition costs. Still others may be convenient but don’t offer the Christ-centered, ministry-focused training you’re looking for.


At Christian Leaders Institute (CLI), we understand the importance of choosing a school that matches your values, your schedule, and your calling. That’s why we’ve created a model of education that serves real people—people like you—who are eager to make a difference for God’s Kingdom but don’t want to go into debt or compromise their beliefs.


So let’s take a few moments to walk through your main options when it comes to online colleges—and discover the unique advantage of CLI’s online correspondence education.


You’re not just picking a school.

You’re picking a path to purpose—one that equips you to lead with confidence, serve with compassion, and grow in wisdom.

Let’s walk that path—together.




💡 What Is an Online College?


Online colleges have truly changed the game for students around the world.


In the past, attending college meant physically relocating, sitting in classrooms, and rearranging your entire life around fixed class times and campus demands. That model still works for some—but for many people today, it simply doesn’t fit.


Thanks to the rise of online colleges, you no longer need to uproot your life to pursue a quality education. With just a laptop, an internet connection, and a sense of purpose, you can learn from anywhere in the world.


Whether you're:



	A busy parent juggling family responsibilities,

	A bi-vocational minister balancing work and church leadership,

	A missionary stationed far from any traditional seminary,

	Or simply someone who lives in a rural or underserved area without access to Christian education,




Online college can open the door to meaningful, life-changing learning—on your schedule and at your pace.


But here's the key: not all online colleges are the same.


While many offer the convenience of digital learning, they vary widely in cost, structure, spiritual alignment, and overall mission. Some are designed for career advancement in the corporate world. Others may carry a prestigious name but come with high tuition fees and secular worldviews. And some provide flexibility but lack the personal touch or ministry focus you may be seeking.


That’s why it’s important to understand your options—and to find a model that not only fits your life, but also fuels your calling.


Christian Leaders Institute offers a distinct path: the Christian online correspondence college model. It’s built to serve Christian leaders—like you—who are ready to grow, lead, and make a difference in the world.


Let’s explore how this model compares with the others—and why it may be exactly what you’ve been searching for.




🆚 Comparing Three Types of Online College Models




🏛️ Traditional Colleges with Online Options


These are well-established colleges and universities—many with decades (or even centuries) of history—that now offer some or all of their degree programs online. You may recognize some of these schools by name, as they often have strong reputations, well-known faculty, and expansive alumni networks.


In recent years, many of these institutions have expanded into online learning, offering what is often called a hybrid or remote learning model. Students can enroll in courses from home while still benefiting from the brand and credibility of the institution.


At first glance, this sounds like the best of both worlds—but there are a few key considerations.




✅ Pros



	Prestigious Name Recognition


Attending a well-known university can look impressive on a résumé or application. It may help in certain job markets or graduate school admissions.


	Established Accreditation


These colleges are often regionally or nationally accredited, providing credibility and a clear path for further academic or career advancement.


	Occasional In-Person Opportunities


Some programs may allow students to attend campus events, residencies, or networking gatherings for deeper connection and access to professors or peers.




❌ Cons



	Very Expensive


These schools typically charge the same high tuition for their online programs as they do for on-campus learning. Expect to pay $20,000 to $50,000 per year—which can result in massive student debt. Financial aid may be available, but even with loans or scholarships, many students feel burdened for years after graduating.


	Limited Flexibility


While courses are delivered online, they often follow a strict academic calendar with fixed class times, deadlines, and group projects. This can be challenging for adults with full-time jobs, caregiving responsibilities, or unpredictable schedules.


	Not Ministry-Focused


Even if the school has a religious history or a few theology courses, the majority of programs are not tailored for ministry-minded students. You might receive academic training, but you won’t necessarily be equipped for real-world Christian leadership or Kingdom impact.








In short, traditional colleges with online options are often best suited for students seeking career-focused degrees in secular fields—and who can afford the cost. For Christians feeling called into ministry, chaplaincy, or missions, these institutions may offer prestige but often lack the spiritual depth and flexibility needed to nurture a true calling.


That’s why many are turning to more ministry-aligned options, like online correspondence education at Christian Leaders Institute.




🌐 Online Distance Learning Colleges


Online distance learning colleges are educational institutions that operate entirely online, with no physical campus required. These schools were built from the ground up to serve remote students, offering flexible access to courses, degree programs, and academic support through digital platforms.


Over the past two decades, distance learning colleges have grown rapidly in popularity. They provide a structured online experience for people who want to earn a college degree without ever setting foot in a traditional classroom.


Think of them as virtual universities with full-time staff, student portals, digital libraries, scheduled lectures, and degree tracks—all designed to function smoothly in an internet-driven world.


For students who are self-motivated and tech-savvy, this model can be appealing. But for those seeking Christ-centered formation and ministry training, there are some significant drawbacks to consider.




✅ Pros



	Accredited and Recognized


Many online distance learning colleges are regionally accredited, meaning their degrees are accepted by employers, licensing boards, and graduate schools. This offers a level of academic credibility for those pursuing professional careers.


	Remote-Friendly by Design


Because these institutions are built for online learners, the interface is usually user-friendly and the experience polished. Students can access everything they need from home—course materials, assignments, discussion boards, tutoring services, and more.


	Academic Support Systems


Many of these colleges offer virtual tutoring, academic advising, and sometimes career counseling. This structure can help students stay on track, especially those who need regular feedback or encouragement.




❌ Cons



	High Cost


While sometimes cheaper than traditional colleges, distance learning colleges can still be very expensive. It’s not unusual to pay $5,000–$10,000 or more per semester, plus fees and textbooks. That means students may still face significant debt, even without attending a campus.


	Rigid Schedules


Despite being online, most programs are tied to a semester calendar, with weekly deadlines, timed exams, and fixed start dates. This can be difficult for students who need true schedule flexibility—especially working adults, caregivers, or ministry leaders with unpredictable routines.


	Secular Worldview


One of the most important things to understand: most online distance colleges are not Christ-centered. Their curriculum is typically built from a secular or humanistic worldview, and courses on theology or ethics may contradict a biblical perspective. For students called into ministry, missions, or Kingdom leadership, this can leave a serious gap in spiritual formation.








In summary, online distance learning colleges may be a good fit for students looking for professional degrees in fields like business, IT, or healthcare—but they often fall short for ministry-minded learners who desire a deeply biblical, low-cost, and truly flexible education.


That’s where the online correspondence model of Christian Leaders Institute stands out.




📬 Online Correspondence Colleges (The CLI Model)


This is where Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) shines. Our model is built to serve real people with real callings—those who want to grow in Christ, lead with purpose, and serve their communities, churches, or ministries without going into debt.


Online correspondence colleges operate on a flexible, self-paced model. Students complete their studies through a fully online platform, but without the rigid weekly deadlines or semester schedules common in other online programs. This makes it ideal for busy Christian leaders, homeschool parents, pastors, volunteers, chaplains, and bi-vocational ministers.


CLI takes this model a step further: we offer free access to all our courses, supported by generous donors and small credentialing fees. Our programs are rooted in biblical truth, focused on ministry, and built to meet the needs of students around the globe.




✅ Pros



	Tuition-Free Access


Every student at CLI can enroll, study, and grow without paying tuition. There’s no catch—just free, high-quality ministry training made possible by our Give-It-Forward donation model.


	Study at Your Own Pace


Life is unpredictable—but that shouldn’t stop you from answering God’s call. With CLI, you decide when to study, how fast to progress, and how to fit learning into your daily life.


	Ministry-Focused Programs


Unlike secular colleges, our entire curriculum is designed to equip Christian leaders. Whether you're preparing for pastoral ministry, chaplaincy, evangelism, youth work, church planting, or discipleship—CLI offers specific, practical courses for your calling.


	Biblically Grounded


Every class is anchored in Scripture and a Christian worldview. You won’t have to filter out unbiblical ideologies—you’ll be strengthened in your walk with Christ and trained to handle God’s Word rightly.


	Globally Available


CLI reaches students in over 200 nations. Whether you live in a major city or a remote village, if you have internet access, you can receive Christian education and ministry training right where you are.


	Transferable College Credits


CLI’s college-level courses can be applied toward Associate and Bachelor degrees through our Leadership Excellence School. Many of these credits are also transferable to accredited partner institutions like Liberty University, Calvin Seminary, Nations University, and more.


	Recognized by the U.S. Department of Education


CLI is listed through its candidacy status with the Association for Biblical Higher Education (ABHE), an accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. This gives students added confidence in the value of their training.




❌ Cons



	Requires Motivation and Self-Discipline


With great flexibility comes great responsibility. Because CLI doesn’t operate on fixed deadlines, students must be self-motivated to stay on track. This model works best for those who are eager to learn and disciplined in their study habits.


	Recognition Still Growing


While CLI is widely respected in Christian ministry circles and continuing to grow in academic awareness, it may not yet have the same name recognition as long-established universities. However, that’s changing quickly as thousands of students graduate, become ordained, and transfer to advanced programs worldwide.








In short, CLI’s online correspondence model offers the most ministry-aligned, accessible, and debt-free path to Christian education available today.


If you’re looking for an opportunity to grow deeper in your faith, receive training for your calling, and serve God more effectively—without the burden of student loans—then CLI may be exactly what you’ve been praying for.


Let’s explore what makes this model the right choice for your future in ministry.




🎓Leadership Excellence School at CLI


A Pathway to Christian Higher Education—Without the Debt


Are you seeking a college-level education that is deeply rooted in Scripture, spiritually enriching, and financially accessible?


The Leadership Excellence School at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) offers exactly that—and more.


We believe every believer called to lead, preach, counsel, or serve should have access to high-quality, ministry-focused education, regardless of location or income. That’s why the Leadership Excellence School was created: to provide students around the world with college-level degrees through a tuition-free, biblically grounded, online correspondence model.

 What Can You Earn?


At the Leadership Excellence School, you can pursue:



	Associate of Divinity


Build a solid foundation in biblical knowledge, theology, and ministry leadership.


	Bachelor of Divinity


Prepare for advanced leadership in ministry, pastoral care, or chaplaincy with in-depth studies in Scripture, church history, preaching, and applied ministry.


	Bachelor of Christian Leadership or Chaplaincy (select tracks)


Focus on specific ministry roles, including nonprofit leadership, bi-vocational ministry, community chaplaincy, or church revitalization.




📚 What’s Included?



	All Books and Course Materials Are Included


No hidden textbook fees. Every course comes with downloadable or online-access resources that support your learning from start to finish.


	100% Online and Self-Paced


Study anytime, from anywhere in the world. Whether you’re in the U.S., Africa, Asia, or a remote village—if you have an internet connection, you can pursue your degree.


	No Tuition Cost


That’s right—CLI is tuition-free. You’ll never receive a tuition bill. Our “Give-It-Forward” model invites those who are able to donate to support the mission, but no one is ever required to pay to study.


	Low Credentialing Fees


When you’re ready to receive official certificates, transcripts, or diplomas, a small processing fee applies. For those who cannot afford it, scholarship support may be available.







💲What Does It Cost?


At traditional colleges, a Bachelor of Divinity degree can cost $30,000 to $100,000 or more when you add in tuition, books, and fees.


At CLI, you can complete a full Bachelor of Divinity degree for as little as $4,000 total in the United States—including all books and materials.


And for students in developing nations, the cost is even lower through tiered pricing and generous donor support.


This means you can graduate debt-free, ready to serve God and others without the burden of student loans.




🌍 Who Is the Leadership Excellence School For?


This program is ideal for:



	Christians feeling called into ministry, missions, or chaplaincy

	Pastors and ministry workers seeking formal training and credentials

	Homeschool graduates looking for college-level Bible and theology education

	Bi-vocational leaders and elders who want to grow in leadership and doctrine

	International students with limited access to seminary or ministry schools




Whether you’re just starting your journey or picking up where life interrupted your education, the Leadership Excellence School at CLI is a flexible, faithful, and affordable way to grow in your calling.




✝️ Why It Matters


In a world filled with noise, confusion, and spiritual hunger, the need for grounded, confident Christian leaders has never been greater.


The Apostle Paul’s words to Timothy ring with clarity and urgency:


“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.”

— 2 Timothy 2:15 (WEB)


This isn’t just a verse—it’s a mandate for every believer called into leadership, ministry, or service. It’s a call to prepare, to study, to grow—not for personal glory, but to stand before God approved, and to serve others with truth and grace.


At Christian Leaders Institute, that’s exactly what we aim to help you become:



	An approved worker—who knows the Scriptures and applies them with wisdom.

	A confident servant—ready to preach, counsel, teach, or lead with humility and clarity.

	A difference-maker—who brings light into dark places, healing to broken hearts, and hope to weary souls.




And here’s the best part:



	You don’t have to wait until you have more money, more time, or more connections.

	You don’t have to go into debt or put your family’s finances at risk to follow your calling.

	You don’t have to do it alone—you’ll join a global movement of fellow Christian leaders walking the same path, growing, learning, and encouraging one another along the way.




This is more than just a degree—it’s a step of faith.

A response to God's call.

A preparation for the good works He has prepared for you to do (Ephesians 2:10).


At the Leadership Excellence School of Christian Leaders Institute, you will be trained, equipped, and empowered—spiritually, biblically, and practically—to lead with confidence and serve with joy.


So if your heart burns with a desire to serve Christ more fully…

If you’ve felt the tug to deepen your knowledge and sharpen your calling…

This is your time.


Let’s walk this journey together. Let’s multiply leaders. Let’s impact the world—for Christ.
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CHAPTER THREE

Chapter Three- Leadership Excellent School - Degrees







🎓 EARN A Degree That Equips You for Ministry and Beyond


Now that you understand how online correspondence education works, you might be asking: "Who can I trust to walk with me on this journey?" The answer is found in the Leadership Excellence School at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI).


CLI is not only a pioneer in tuition-free, donation-supported online ministry education—it is a premier provider of fully online, correspondence-based degrees that are accessible, affordable, and rooted in the Word of God.


At the Leadership Excellence School, you can earn a:



	Associate Degree, or

	Bachelor’s Degree




...in one of these ministry-focused areas:



	Divinity – A broad theological foundation for pastors, preachers, Bible teachers, and ministry leaders. Focus areas include biblical interpretation, theology, church history, and preaching.

	Chaplaincy – Preparation for service in hospitals, prisons, military settings, first-responder units, or community care environments. Courses focus on pastoral care, crisis response, and spiritual guidance in institutional settings.

	Christian Leadership – Equips leaders for roles in churches, ministries, nonprofits, and faith-based organizations. Includes training in leadership theory, strategic planning, communication, and team development.




These programs are academically rigorous, biblically grounded, and ministry-focused—designed to equip you for real-world impact in both church and community settings. Whether you are just beginning your ministry journey or building on years of experience, these degrees provide a pathway to grow in your calling.


Each track will be explored in more detail later in this handbook—including what you'll study, how it prepares you, and where it can lead.




✝️ Prepare for Your Calling with Confidence


Whether your call is to preach, pastor, plant churches, serve as a chaplain, or lead in business, education, nonprofits, or faith-based movements, CLI’s degrees equip you with:



	Credibility – Gain respected credentials that support ordination, church leadership, or future academic study

	Practical Skills – Develop real-world competence in biblical teaching, discipleship, preaching, leadership, pastoral care, and more

	Spiritual Growth – Deepen your personal walk with God while learning to serve others with wisdom and humility






🌍 Our Graduates Are Making a Difference


Students who have earned degrees through CLI have gone on to:



	Strengthen their current ministry roles – As pastors, small group leaders, youth ministers, and church elders

	Find meaningful employment – In chaplaincy, Christian schools, nonprofit leadership, and mission-based work

	Continue their academic journey – By transferring credits to CLI’s partner institutions and enrolling in graduate-level programs




From small villages to urban centers, from local churches to international missions, CLI graduates are multiplying their impact in Christ’s name.




🎯 Ready to Take the Next Step?


If you’re ready to pursue a debt-free, ministry-focused degree, the Leadership Excellence School is ready to walk with you—step by step, course by course.


Let’s build something eternal—together.




💰 Understanding CLI’s Education Services Fees


While all CLI courses are 100% free to access and study, there are administrative fees associated with degree completion. These fees support program administration and are based on a mission-share model—where those who can give help others access the same opportunity.
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🌍 Tiered Pricing for Developing Nations


To serve the global church, CLI offers tiered pricing based on country of residence. Many students in developing nations qualify for significantly reduced costs.




🎓 Grants & Educational Services Scholarships Available


If finances are a concern, we encourage you to reach out. Grants and Educational Services scholarships are available.


📧 Contact: amerkle@christianleaders.net


We’re here to support your journey with prayer, encouragement, and practical help.




📍 State Availability & Accreditation Note


Because education regulations vary by state, some U.S. states currently do not authorize enrollment in CLI’s degree programs until full accreditation is achieved. This is not due to quality concerns—but reflects state-by-state legal and financial processes that affect religious and online schools.


Currently restricted states include: Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island, and Virginia.


If you live in one of these locations, you are still welcome to:



	Enroll in free courses and receive recognition through the Christian Development School or Christian Leaders Alliance

	Transfer completed CLI courses to schools like Liberty University by completing a CLI verification course and requesting a transcript




CLI continues working toward full accreditation with the Association for Biblical Higher Education (ABHE), recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. As we grow, more states will open to full degree enrollment.





📧 Questions? 


Contact: bprince@christianleaders.net





✝️ Every Dollar Invested Builds God’s Kingdom


When you contribute to your education through CLI, you’re not just earning a degree—you’re investing in a global mission. Your mission share helps others like you prepare to preach, serve, counsel, and lead.


Affordable. Missional. Eternal. That’s the CLI vision.













CHAPTER FOUR

Chapter Four - Divinity Degrees







🎓 DIVINITY DEGREE: Associate and Bachelor Level


Whether you are preparing to preach, teach, disciple, or lead in various ministry roles, a Divinity Degree from the Leadership Excellence School at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) lays a solid biblical and theological foundation for a life of service.


The Associate of Divinity and Bachelor of Divinity degrees are designed for those who want to grow in their understanding of Scripture, theology, and ministry practice in a structured and academically rich format.


These degrees are ideal for:



	Pastors and elders seeking formal biblical training

	Bible teachers and Sunday school leaders

	Church planters and missionaries

	Volunteer or Lay leaders who want deeper theological understanding

	Anyone sensing a call to teach or communicate the Gospel faithfully




What makes the Divinity Degree distinct is its comprehensive scope of biblical and theological study. It’s more than just ministry training—it’s a deep dive into the Word of God, Christian history, doctrines of the faith, and practical applications for ministry and life.


You’ll explore topics such as:



	Old and New Testament survey and interpretation

	Systematic theology and biblical doctrines

	Church history and Christian worldview

	Preaching, pastoral care, and spiritual formation




Both the associate and bachelor tracks include the same foundational areas of study, with the bachelor degree offering more depth, credit hours, and advanced coursework.


In the chapters that follow, we’ll look at what you can expect to study, how each course fits into your ministry journey, and how a Divinity Degree from CLI can prepare you to lead with wisdom, clarity, and confidence in today’s world.


Let’s begin the journey into the study of Divinity—the heartbeat of preparing servants of the Word. Lets begin with the Associates of Divinity Degree. 




🎓 Launch Your Calling with the Associate of Divinity Degree


An Associate Degree in Divinity from Christian Leaders Institute is more than a stepping stone—it’s a ministry launching pad.


Whether you're serving in your local church, preparing for part-time or volunteer ministry, or planning to continue your academic journey, this degree gives you the credibility, confidence, and competence to lead with biblical integrity.




✝️ A Solid Foundation for Ministry and Growth


The Associate of Divinity Degree is designed to equip you with a well-rounded theological education rooted in Scripture, doctrine, ministry skills, and personal growth. It blends practical training with academic rigor—providing what you need to step into leadership and serve with spiritual maturity.


You’ll gain:



	A biblical worldview shaped by deep exploration of the Old and New Testaments

	Ministry readiness through training in ethics, church leadership, pastoral care, and communication

	Personal transformation with courses like Total Fitness, People Smart for Ministry, and Christian Basics

	Academic advancement that prepares you for further studies, including CLI’s Bachelor of Divinity






🧭 Program Highlights


To graduate with an Associate of Divinity Degree, you’ll need to:



	Maintain a 2.0 GPA

	Complete a Level 3 Endorsement

	Fulfill at least 64 total credit units



Core Required Courses (17 Courses – 50+ Units):



	Bible and Theology:


	New Testament Survey (3)

	Old Testament Survey (3)

	Theology I (4)

	Christian Basics: Introduction to Christian Doctrine (3)




	Ministry Foundations:


	Church and Ministry (3)

	Ministry Foundations (3)

	Pastoral Care (3)

	Ethics (3)




	Leadership and Communication:


	People Smart for Ministry (3)

	Introduction to Communication (3)

	Christian Leaders Connections (3)




	Personal and Academic Growth:


	Total Fitness (3)

	College Writing (3)

	College Writing Lab (1)

	Capstone Associate of Divinity (1)

	Leadership Excellence School Admissions (0)




	Historical Perspective:


	History of World Christianity (4)






Choose One in Philosophy:



	Introduction to Philosophy (3)

	Logic and Critical Thinking (3)



Choose One in Social Sciences:



	Introduction to Psychology, Sociology, or Economics (3)

	Or a transfer-approved social science



Choose One in Math or Science:



	Astronomy, Biology, Practical Mathematics, or College Algebra (3)

	Or a transfer-approved course



Complete 9 Additional Units from Categories Such As:



	Bible, Communication, Humanities, Interdisciplinary, Math, Ministry, Science, Social Science, or Theology






🚀 Why This Degree Matters


The Associate of Divinity isn’t just an academic milestone—it’s a ministry milestone. Graduates often step into:



	Volunteer or part-time ministry roles

	Teaching or preaching assignments

	Church staff positions

	Chaplain assistant roles

	Or use it to transfer into bachelor’s degree programs




Most importantly, it reflects your commitment to rightly handling the Word of Truth (2 Timothy 2:15) and stewarding your calling with integrity.




🎓 Bachelor of Divinity Degree

Train for Ministry. Deepen Your Faith. Open New Doors.


Are you sensing a call to preach, teach, disciple, or serve in ministry—whether full-time, part-time, or as a committed volunteer? The Bachelor of Divinity Degree at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) is your next step.


This rigorous, affordable, and fully online correspondence program will stretch your knowledge, build your self-discipline, and launch you into ministry with confidence and credibility. You’ll gain not just knowledge—but ministry readiness.


"Designed for those who desire to progress further in relationship with God, gain advanced knowledge of the Bible and theology, and serve God in preaching, discipling, and other kinds of ministry."




📘 What Is the Bachelor of Divinity?


The Bachelor of Divinity program at CLI combines the theological depth of seminary-level study with the practical skills of a Bible college. It features a double major:



	Bible and Theology

	Ministry




Together, these form a strong biblical foundation and the leadership toolkit you need to serve effectively in today’s world. Whether you're leading a church, planting a ministry, mentoring others, or serving in chaplaincy, this degree equips you to answer God’s call with clarity and conviction.




🎯 What You’ll Learn


By the end of this degree program, you’ll be equipped to:



	Interpret Scripture accurately and apply it to modern-day life

	Defend a biblical worldview and address competing ideologies

	Evaluate doctrinal claims and ministry practices with theological integrity

	Preach the Word and shepherd others with spiritual care

	Engage in apologetics, missions, and spiritual formation

	Lead and communicate effectively in ministry settings






💪 A Degree That Builds Ministry Muscle


This isn’t just a classroom experience—it’s a training ground. The correspondence format helps you develop:



	Self-discipline

	Personal responsibility for spiritual growth

	Time management for ministry contexts




You will experience firsthand the kind of structure, perseverance, and independence that real ministry requires.




🌍 Ministry Doors Open Wide


With a Bachelor of Divinity, you’ll be positioned for:



	Ordination and ministry credentialing through the Christian Leaders Alliance

	Leadership roles in churches, missions, chaplaincy, and nonprofits

	Admission to graduate schools and seminaries via academic partners

	Training and equipping others in your church or community




Graduates from CLI have already transferred their degrees to respected seminaries and launched ministries around the globe.




💰 Affordable. Accessible. Debt-Free.


Unlike traditional Bible colleges, CLI’s Bachelor of Divinity is tuition-free. Through a donation-supported model, you receive high-quality training without student loan debt. All materials are included, and financial aid is available.


This is a ministry-minded education built for real people, not profit.




🙋‍♂️ Is This Degree for You?


This program is ideal for:



	Christians seeking a strong theological and biblical education

	Preachers, planters, and pastoral leaders preparing to serve

	Bi-vocational ministers who need flexibility

	Anyone called to ministry who wants to grow deeper and go further






🎓 What Can You Do with a Bachelor of Divinity?


Here are just a few possibilities:

1. Serve in Church Leadership



	Pastor, associate pastor, youth pastor

	Church planter or teaching elder

	Ministry director (men’s, women’s, children’s ministries)



2. Meet Ordination Requirements



	Licensed or ordained minister

	Wedding or funeral officiant

	Hospital or jail chaplain



3. Launch a Ministry or Nonprofit



	Evangelism or outreach leader

	Discipleship mentor or trainer

	Nonprofit founder or team leader



4. Serve as a Chaplain



	Community, civic, military, or institutional chaplain



5. Continue to Seminary



	Apply for M.Div., Th.M., or counseling degrees at partner schools



6. Teach and Train Others



	Christian school teacher

	Ministry coach or mentor

	CLI local or online class leader



7. Support Global Missions



	Equip house church leaders

	Serve cross-culturally with theological training



8. Communicate the Gospel



	Preach and teach in various settings

	Write faith-based blogs, books, or devotionals



9. Lead in the Marketplace



	Integrate biblical leadership into business

	Serve as a workplace chaplain






🧾 Program Requirements


Bachelor of Divinity Degree:





Requires a 2.00 GPA and to complete the following:






	Level 3 Endorsement

	28 courses required-

	Christian Apologetics (3 Units)

	Ethics (3 Units)

	History of World Christianity (4 Units)

	Church and Ministry (3 Units)

	Ministry Foundations (3 Units)

	Hermeneutics and Exegesis (3 Units)

	New Testament Survey (3 Units)

	Old Testament Survey (3 Units)

	Pastoral Care (3 Units)

	Theology I (4 Units)

	Theology II (4 Units)

	Christian Basics: Introduction to Christian Doctrine (3 Units)

	Missions and Revivals (4 Units)

	Sermon Construction and Presentation (4 Units)

	Evangelism: Presenting Grace (3 Units)

	Biblical Interpretation I (4 Units)

	People Smart for Ministry (3 Units)

	Biblical Interpretation II (4 Units)

	Total Fitness (3 Units)

	Introduction to Communication (3 Units)

	Christian Leaders Connections (3 Units)

	Leadership Excellence School Admissions (0 Units)

	Preaching, Preparation, & Presentation (3 Units)

	Romans (3 Units)

	Sexual Ethics (3 Units)

	College Writing (3 Units)

	College Writing Lab (1 Unit)

	Capstone Bachelor of Divinity (1 Unit)




                                 


1 course required-



	Transfer - Management 1 (3 Units)

	Management by the Book (3 Units)

	Leadership (3 Units)




                                 


1 course required-



	Introduction to Philosophy (3 Units)

	Logic and Critical Thinking (3 Units)




                                 


1 course required-



	Transfer - Social Science 1 (3 Units)

	Introduction to Psychology (3 Units)

	Introduction to Economics (3 Units)

	Introduction to Sociology (3 Units)




                                 


1 course required-



	Transfer - Mathematics 1 (3 Units)

	Transfer - Science 1 (3 Units)

	Astronomy (3 Units)

	Introduction to Biology (3 Units)

	Practical Mathematics (3 Units)

	College Algebra (3 Units)




                                 


9 Units Minimum in the following Category: Ministry



	You need 9 more Units




                                 


9 Units Minimum in the following Category: General



	You need 9 more Units




                                 


9 Units Minimum in any of these Categories: Bible, Theology



	You need 9 more Units




                                 


123 Minimum Units Completed




✝️ Your Calling Matters—Prepare for It


The world needs faithful leaders. The church needs trained shepherds. Your community needs someone who can rightly handle the Word of Truth.


If God is calling you, the Bachelor of Divinity Degree at Christian Leaders Institute is here to help you prepare—without debt, delay, or compromise.


Your moment is now. Let’s begin the journey—together.
















CHAPTER FIVE

Chapter Five - Chaplaincy Degrees







🎓 GROW IN Christ. Serve with Compassion. Minister Where It Matters Most.


Are you called to bring God’s presence into everyday life—in hospitals, schools, prisons, workplaces, or community spaces? The Chaplaincy Degree programs at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) offer two flexible, biblically grounded pathways to help you live out that calling:



	Associate Degree in Chaplaincy

	Bachelor of Chaplaincy Degree




Whether you're serving part-time, exploring volunteer roles, or preparing for formal ordination or full-time chaplaincy, these degrees provide the biblical foundation, practical skills, and ministry training you need.


"Designed to help you grow closer to Christ, become grounded in the Bible and theology, develop a biblical worldview, and build specific skills for chaplaincy."




🎯 What You’ll Learn


Across both the associate and bachelor tracks, chaplaincy students will:



	Understand the redemptive story of Scripture and essential Christian doctrines

	Practice spiritual disciplines to develop Christlike character and emotional resilience

	Learn biblical principles and best practices in chaplaincy

	Explore real-world chaplain roles in:


	Hospitals and hospice care

	Prisons and correctional facilities

	Military and law enforcement

	Schools, universities, and faith-based clubs

	Businesses, nonprofits, and disaster response




	Strengthen communication, listening, and pastoral presence skills

	Contrast the biblical worldview with competing belief systems






🏥 What You Can Do with a Chaplaincy Degree




With an Associate Degree in Chaplaincy:



	Volunteer Chaplain or Chaplain Assistant (healthcare, corrections, education, workplace)

	Community Outreach Chaplain (shelters, disaster response, addiction ministries)

	Funeral Officiant and Grief Care Chaplain

	Lay or auxiliary chaplain in military or civic programs

	Continue into CLI’s Bachelor of Chaplaincy or Bachelor of Divinity



With a Bachelor of Chaplaincy Degree:



	Qualify for ordination and credentialing through the Christian Leaders Alliance

	Pursue leadership roles in chaplaincy and pastoral care

	Meet educational standards for advanced chaplaincy training (like Clinical Pastoral Education)

	Transfer into seminary or graduate programs in ministry or counseling

	Serve full-time or part-time in professional or institutional chaplaincy






✝️ Is Chaplaincy for You?


These degrees are ideal for:



	Christians drawn to caregiving and presence-based ministry

	Ministers seeking to extend their reach into non-church settings

	Volunteers already active in hospitals, jails, schools, or crisis work

	Believers ready to serve with compassion and biblical integrity




If you’ve felt the pull to offer peace in storms, comfort in crisis, and spiritual direction in public life, chaplaincy may be your next faithful step.




🧾 Associate of Chaplaincy Degree Requirements


To graduate with the Associate Degree in Chaplaincy:



	Maintain a 2.00 GPA

	Complete the Level 3 Endorsement

	Earn at least 64 credit units, including:



Required Core Courses (19 Courses):



	Ethics (3)

	History of World Christianity (4)

	Church and Ministry (3)

	Ministry Foundations (3)

	New Testament Survey (3)

	Old Testament Survey (3)

	Pastoral Care (3)

	Theology I (4)

	Christian Basics (3)

	People Smart for Ministry (3)

	Introduction to Chaplaincy (3)

	Introduction to Sociology (3)

	Total Fitness (3)

	Introduction to Communication (3)

	Christian Leaders Connections (3)

	Leadership Excellence School Admissions (0)

	College Writing (3)

	College Writing Lab (1)

	Capstone Associate of Chaplaincy (1)



One Math/Science Course (Choose One):



	Astronomy, Biology, Practical Math, College Algebra, or approved transfer (3 units)



Elective Requirements:



	9 units minimum in any of the following: Bible, Communication, Humanities, Interdisciplinary, Math, Ministry, Science, Social Science, Theology







The Bachelor of Chaplaincy Degree details will follow in the next section of this chapter.


Ready to begin your chaplaincy journey? Let’s explore what the Bachelor of Chaplaincy adds to this powerful ministry path.




🎓 Bachelor of Chaplaincy Degree




Biblical Foundation. Compassionate Presence. Real-World Impact.


Chaplains are on the front lines of spiritual care—offering comfort, hope, and guidance in some of life’s most critical moments. Whether you're called to serve as a volunteer, a professional, or an ordained ministry leader, the Bachelor of Chaplaincy at CLI equips you with the theological knowledge, spiritual formation, and practical skills to minister in diverse chaplaincy settings.


"Designed to build specific skills for chaplaincy on the foundation of a biblical worldview."




🎯 What You’ll Learn


This comprehensive online correspondence degree will prepare you to:



	Apply Scripture effectively in chaplaincy situations

	Defend a biblical worldview in pluralistic environments

	Evaluate ministry practices biblically and theologically

	Explore various chaplaincy pathways and develop your personal chaplaincy plan

	Develop core competencies in soul care, crisis response, and pastoral communication

	Communicate with clarity, spiritual depth, and emotional intelligence






🏥 Where You Can Serve


A Bachelor of Chaplaincy opens doors to roles such as:



	Healthcare Chaplain (hospital, hospice, palliative care)

	Prison or Jail Chaplain

	Military Chaplain (or auxiliary roles)

	Law Enforcement Chaplain

	Workplace Chaplain

	School or Campus Chaplain

	Crisis or Disaster Relief Chaplain

	Funeral or Grief Chaplain

	Sports Chaplain

	Community Chaplain in civic or nonprofit spaces






🛠️ Grow as a Leader in Pastoral Care


This degree trains you to:



	Offer emotional and spiritual support during trauma

	Officiate weddings, funerals, and blessings

	Provide counseling in grief, addiction, and life transitions

	Serve with grace in interfaith and secular environments






🎓 Advance to Higher Study or Certification


With a Bachelor of Chaplaincy, you can:



	Fulfill requirements for ordination through the Christian Leaders Alliance

	Apply for Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) or certification programs

	Qualify for paid roles in chaplaincy, nonprofits, or institutions

	Continue your academic journey through graduate school or seminary






💰 Affordable, Flexible, and Globally Accessible


CLI’s donation-supported model allows you to complete this degree debt-free, at your own pace, from anywhere in the world. It’s ideal for adults balancing work, ministry, and family life.




🙋‍♀️ Is the Bachelor of Chaplaincy Right for You?


This program is perfect for:



	Christians called to comfort, counsel, and care

	Ministry-minded individuals seeking formal training

	Pastors or lay leaders entering chaplain roles

	Believers prepared to bring biblical wisdom into the world’s broken places






✝️ The World Needs Trained Chaplains—Will You Answer the Call?


From hospital bedsides to disaster zones, chaplains bring Christ’s presence when it matters most. The Bachelor of Chaplaincy will prepare you to serve with compassion and conviction.




🧾 Bachelor of Chaplaincy Degree Requirements


To graduate:



	Maintain a 2.00 GPA

	Complete the Level 3 Endorsement

	Finish at least 123 credit units, including:



Required Core Courses (33 Courses):



	Christian Apologetics (3)

	Ethics (3)

	History of World Christianity (4)

	Church and Ministry (3)

	Ministry Foundations (3)

	New Testament Survey (3)

	Old Testament Survey (3)

	Pastoral Care (3)

	Theology I (4)

	Theology II (4)

	Christian Basics (3)

	Evangelism: Presenting Grace (3)

	People Smart for Ministry (3)

	Biblical Wisdom Books (4)

	Ministry Care Conversations (3)

	Prayer (3)

	Marriage Ministry (4)

	Introduction to Chaplaincy (3)

	Introduction to Sociology (3)

	Youth Ministry (3)

	Total Fitness (3)

	Introduction to Communication (3)

	Self-Care and Recovery (3)

	Leadership (3)

	Life Coaching Ministry (3)

	Comparative Religions (2)

	Christian Leaders Connections (3)

	Leadership Excellence School Admissions (0)

	Disability Smart (3)

	Sexual Ethics (3)

	College Writing (3)

	College Writing Lab (1)

	Capstone Bachelor of Chaplaincy (1)



Choose One:



	Introduction to Philosophy (3), Christian Philosophy (3), or Logic and Critical Thinking (3)



Choose One:



	PeaceSmart Relationships (3) or Restoring Relationships (3)



Choose One Math/Science:



	Astronomy, Biology, Practical Math, College Algebra, or approved transfer (3)



Additional Requirements:



	6 units minimum in: Bible or Theology

	6 units minimum in: Ministry (e.g., Sermon Construction, Church Planting)

	6 units minimum in: General


















CHAPTER SIX

Chapter Six - Christian Leadership Degrees







🎓 DEEPEN YOUR Faith. Build a Biblical Foundation. Lead with Confidence.


Whether you’re preparing for ministry, entering the workforce, planning to transfer to another institution, launching a nonprofit, or simply seeking to walk faithfully with Christ in every area of life, the Christian Leadership Degree at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) provides a uniquely versatile and powerful opportunity.


This degree is designed to shape not just what you know, but who you become. Through a curriculum grounded in Scripture and enriched by ministry and leadership training, CLI prepares students to serve God wherever they are called—be it the pulpit, the boardroom, the mission field, the classroom, or the kitchen table.


This chapter explores both the Associate of Christian Leadership and Bachelor of Christian Leadership programs. These degrees are for believers who want to grow in wisdom, lead with integrity, and apply biblical truth with confidence in a complex and changing world.


"If you want to deepen your walk with God and be grounded in a biblical worldview before entering the workplace or seeking a bachelor’s degree at another institution, this degree is for you."


In the pages ahead, you’ll discover how these programs equip you to think critically, lead faithfully, and live purposefully in every calling God places before you.


Whether you’re preparing for ministry, entering the workforce, planning to transfer to another institution, or simply seeking a biblically grounded foundation for life and leadership, the Christian Leadership Degree at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) provides a versatile and powerful option.


This chapter explores both the Associate of Christian Leadership and Bachelor of Christian Leadership programs—designed for Christians who want to grow in wisdom, lead with integrity, and apply biblical truth in every area of life.


"If you want to deepen your walk with God and be grounded in a biblical worldview before entering the workplace or seeking a bachelor’s degree at another institution, this degree is for you."




Associate of Christian Leadership




🎯 What You’ll Learn


The Associate of Christian Leadership degree offers:



	A strong biblical and theological foundation

	Spiritual formation through Christian disciplines

	A biblical worldview contrasted with secular ideologies

	Leadership, communication, and critical thinking development

	Practical application of biblical principles across various life areas



📘 A Word to the Associate Degree Student


Many homeschool high school students and micro-school co-ops are finding the Associate of Christian Leadership especially valuable for dual enrollment. This program allows students to earn college-level credit while simultaneously completing high school requirements. With its self-paced, online correspondence format and biblical foundation, it’s an ideal option for Christian families who want to integrate spiritual and academic development into their homeschool or group learning setting.


The Associate of Christian Leadership is more than a foundation—it’s a launchpad. It gives you a complete package of spiritual growth, biblical literacy, and leadership preparation. Whether you move into a bachelor’s program, head into the workplace, or begin serving in your local church, this associate degree helps you start strong. Don’t underestimate the impact of this credential—it can open doors to further study, meaningful work, and confident ministry.




🙌 What You Can Do With It


The Associate of Christian Leadership Degree offers more than academic knowledge—it equips you for a variety of meaningful pathways, whether in further education, ministry, career settings, or community service. You’ll graduate with a Christ-centered confidence to lead wherever God calls you.




Continue Your Education



	Seamlessly transfer into a CLI bachelor’s program

	Fulfill general education requirements for most Christian colleges or seminaries



Enter the Workforce with Confidence



	Integrate a biblical worldview in business, nonprofit, or vocational settings

	Serve as a Christian leader in the marketplace



Serve in Ministry and Community



	Lead Bible studies and small groups

	Mentor and disciple others

	Volunteer or serve part-time in church or faith-based roles



💰 Flexible and Affordable


Earn your associate degree tuition-free through CLI’s donation-supported model—study at your own pace, from anywhere.

Program Requirements



	2.00 GPA required

	Level 3 Endorsement

	64 credit hours minimum, including:


	17 core courses, such as:


	Ethics, Christian Doctrine, Ministry Foundations

	History of World Christianity, Theology I, Economics, Sociology

	College Writing, Communication, Capstone Project




	1 course in Philosophy or Logic

	1 course in Math or Science

	6 credits in General Category

	6 additional elective credits









🎓 Bachelor of Christian Leadership

Versatile. Biblical. Life-Equipping.


Leadership is not confined to the walls of a church building. It’s needed in every aspect of life—in families, in communities, in the workplace, and in the world. The Bachelor of Christian Leadership at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) is intentionally designed to equip Christians with the knowledge, character, and practical skills necessary to influence these spaces for Christ.


Whether you're preaching sermons, managing a business, leading your family, or organizing a nonprofit outreach, this degree helps you apply a Christ-centered worldview to real-world situations. It’s a degree for today’s Christian who wants to make an eternal impact—regardless of job title or setting.


Christian leadership is needed everywhere—not just in churches but in homes, businesses, nonprofits, and communities. The Bachelor of Christian Leadership at CLI equips you to bring Christlike leadership into every corner of life.


"Designed as a versatile degree to help you be a well-rounded Christian leader applying a biblical worldview in a wide variety of life situations: business, trades, home, church, ministries."




🎯 What You’ll Learn


This bachelor’s degree includes a double major in Bible/Theology and Ministry, providing a comprehensive education in both scriptural understanding and practical leadership. Students may also choose from a growing list of optional concentrations to tailor their education to specific areas of calling and interest. These concentrations are ideal for sharpening your focus and adding depth to your leadership formation.



	Business

	Philosophy

	Youth Ministry

	Chaplaincy

	Women’s Ministry




You’ll be equipped to:



	Interpret Scripture and apply it to modern challenges

	Communicate effectively with spiritual depth

	Lead with biblical integrity in ministry or professional environments

	Disciple and mentor others

	Analyze cultural trends and competing worldviews, and lead others with wisdom rooted in Scripture






🙌 What You Can Do With a Bachelor in Christian Leadership




Lead in Every Sphere



	Church and Ministry Leadership

	Christian Business or Entrepreneurship

	Parenting and Family Discipleship

	Nonprofit Leadership and Community Outreach

	Trades or Marketplace Ministry

	Christian Education and Teaching



Continue Your Academic Journey



	Apply to graduate programs in ministry, theology, counseling, or leadership

	Prepare for seminary or Bible college study



Who Should Enroll?


This program is ideal for:



	High school or homeschool graduates

	Second-career adults or retirees

	Working professionals seeking a Christian leadership education

	Ministry-minded individuals looking to make an impact






✝️ Leadership Rooted in Christ. Impact That Lasts.


Whether your platform is a pulpit, a classroom, a construction site, or a family table—godly leadership matters. This degree helps you lead with biblical conviction and serve with excellence.




🧾 Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree Requirements


To graduate:



	Maintain a 2.00 GPA

	Complete the Level 3 Endorsement

	Complete 123 credit hours, including:



Required Courses (28 Courses):



	Apologetics, Ethics, Theology I & II, Christian Doctrine, Biblical Interpretation I & II

	Ministry Foundations, Church and Ministry, Evangelism, Pastoral Care

	Prayer, Communication, Sociology, Economics, Leadership, Life Coaching

	College Writing, Writing Lab, Capstone Project, and more



Additional Requirements:



	One course in Philosophy or Logic

	One course in Peace or Reconciliation (e.g., PeaceSmart or Restorative Justice)

	One course in Math or Science (e.g., Astronomy, Biology, Practical Math)

	3 units in Ministry

	6 units in General Education

	25 units from any approved category







Start your leadership journey today. Let Christ be the center—and let your life be the influence.













CHAPTER SEVEN

Chapter Seven - Philosophy Major







🎓 THINK DEEPLY. Lead Boldly. Live Wisely.


In a world marked by confusion, relativism, and a crisis of truth, Christian leaders must do more than repeat doctrines—they must understand the foundations of truth and clearly communicate the hope of the gospel in a fractured culture. That’s the heart of the Bachelor of Christian Leadership with a Major in Philosophy at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI).


This degree is a strategic blend of academic rigor and spiritual formation. You will gain a solid biblical worldview while exploring major philosophical questions and traditions. Unlike secular philosophy programs that often abandon or ignore God, this philosophy major is grounded in Scripture and ministry application—designed to prepare leaders who can think well, live faithfully, and lead with discernment.




👨‍🏫 Learn from a Distinguished Christian Philosopher


This major features a unique opportunity to study under Dr. Roy Clouser, a respected voice in the world of Christian philosophy:



	Dr. Clouser studied under Herman Dooyeweerd, the renowned Reformed philosopher from the Free University of Amsterdam.

	He is a Templeton Teaching Award winner and longtime professor at The College of New Jersey.

	His courses bring clarity, passion, and a deeply biblical perspective to complex philosophical issues.




With Dr. Clouser's courses anchoring the major and a diverse lineup of other CLI faculty, this major provides both depth and breadth for anyone called to lead through thought.




💼 Career and Culture: Why Philosophy Still Matters


Many people are surprised to learn that philosophy majors often receive high-impact, well-paying jobs in fields like business, law, education, technology, and public service. A study by the University of Michigan found that philosophy majors consistently score among the top performers on the GRE, LSAT, and other graduate entrance exams. Their ability to think critically, write clearly, and reason ethically makes them highly adaptable in a fast-changing world.


In fact, as AI continues to shape how information is created and communicated, there is growing demand for those who can prompt and edit AI-generated content with discernment, worldview clarity, and ethical precision. Christian philosophy majors are uniquely equipped to contribute to this field—ensuring that truth and virtue are not lost in the algorithms.


Moreover, CLI graduates with a philosophy major are positioned to make an impact as embedded ministers in high-responsibility roles. Whether volunteering in their communities or serving in secular leadership positions, they carry the presence of Christ and the perspective of Scripture into spaces often untouched by the church.




🙋‍♀️ Is This Program for You?


This major is ideal for:



	Aspiring philosophers, writers, or theologians

	Pastors and teachers wanting intellectual depth and apologetic skill

	Christian educators and homeschool leaders

	Young adults discerning their calling to ministry, seminary, or academia

	Anyone with a heart to share truth in a confused world



🎯 What You’ll Learn


This specialized degree will help you:



	Develop a biblical worldview and evaluate competing philosophies and religions

	Practice logical reasoning and critical thinking with clarity and charity

	Understand the history of philosophy from ancient to postmodern movements

	Address ethical questions—including sexuality and identity—with biblical conviction

	Articulate the Christian faith in pluralistic or skeptical environments

	Relate Christian philosophy to leadership in business, education, ministry, and more

	Preach, teach, and disciple with intellectual and spiritual integrity




This program equips you to lead as both a thinker and a servant.




📘 Required Courses for the Philosophy Major


To earn this credential, you must first complete the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree and the Level 3 Endorsement. Then, you complete the following 10 courses:



	Biblical Wisdom Books (4 Units)

	Introduction to Philosophy (3 Units)

	Christian Philosophy (3 Units)

	Comparative Religions (2 Units)

	Philosophy of Religion (3 Units)

	Logic and Critical Thinking (3 Units)

	Sexual Ethics (3 Units)

	Ancient Philosophy (3 Units)

	Modern and Postmodern Philosophy (4 Units)

	Capstone: Bachelor of Christian Leadership (1 Unit)




These 29 units will shape your thinking, strengthen your leadership, and deepen your spiritual discernment.




🎓 Ready for Graduate Study


This philosophy major is also an excellent choice for homeschool graduates and young Christian leaders preparing to enter the broader world of higher education. It offers a powerful, low-cost foundation before attending a secular university—equipping students with the critical thinking and spiritual discernment needed to navigate conflicting worldviews with clarity and confidence. For homeschoolers, this program serves as both a capstone to their high school experience and a launchpad into impactful Christian leadership.


The Philosophy Major is also a perfect launchpad for those planning to pursue master’s-level education. With its combination of theological depth, analytical reasoning, and worldview training, this program prepares students to thrive in seminary, Christian graduate schools, and even secular academic environments. Whether you're aiming for an M.Div., M.A. in Apologetics, or graduate studies in philosophy or ethics, this major gives you the intellectual and spiritual readiness you need.




🙌 What You Can Do with This Degree


Whether you feel called to teach, lead, write, or serve, this major gives you a wide range of options:




Ministry and Leadership



	Preach and teach with theological and philosophical clarity

	Equip others through apologetics, worldview training, or discipleship

	Lead biblically in church, nonprofit, business, or education settings



Education and Writing



	Pursue graduate studies in seminary, philosophy, theology, or apologetics

	Teach Bible or worldview in Christian schools or homeschool communities

	Write books, curriculum, or online content rooted in truth and grace



Cultural Engagement



	Start podcasts, blogs, or courses that address modern challenges

	Participate in public discourse on ethics, identity, sexuality, or politics

	Help others understand and live out a biblical worldview in a confusing world






✝️ Don’t Just Study Ideas—Transform the World With Truth


Jesus is the Truth. Studying philosophy through a biblical lens isn’t about intellectual pride—it’s about developing wisdom, leading well, and loving others with conviction and compassion.


This program will not only teach you how to think—it will equip you to serve, speak, and lead with clarity and courage in the name of Christ













CHAPTER EIGHT

Chapter Eight - Christian Leadership Business Major







🎓 BUILD A Business. Live Your Faith. Lead with Purpose.


Are you a homeschool graduate, young adult, or ministry-minded leader who wants a business degree grounded in biblical values and Christian leadership? The Bachelor of Christian Leadership – Business Major at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) is designed just for you.


This unique degree builds your understanding of business on a solid foundation of ministry and a biblical worldview—because how you lead matters just as much as what you build. Whether you’re preparing to start a business, serve in a nonprofit, manage a ministry team, or work in the marketplace, this degree equips you to do it with excellence and integrity.




🧭 Why Choose a Ministry-Focused Business Degree?


Business is not just about money or management—it’s about stewardship, service, and calling. This business major integrates ministry and leadership training with core business principles so that you're ready to:



	Launch or grow a Christ-centered enterprise

	Lead ethically in any workplace

	Serve in bi-vocational ministry roles

	Make disciples through business and everyday influence

	Apply God's Word to leadership, money, and decision-making




For many young adults and homeschool graduates, this program provides a low-cost, high-impact alternative to secular business degrees. It’s perfect for grounding your leadership in biblical values before stepping into the professional world.




🙌 What Can You Do with This Degree?


This degree opens up a world of opportunities where your entrepreneurial spirit and ministry mindset intersect. As a graduate, you’ll be equipped to lead with excellence in the marketplace while carrying out your Christian calling. Your training at CLI will prepare you to stand out in a variety of roles where integrity, stewardship, and servant-leadership are in high demand.


You’ll gain not only the business acumen to succeed but also the biblical grounding to lead with purpose. Whether you’re serving your community, growing a mission-driven company, or supporting ministry efforts, this degree gives you practical tools and spiritual insight to make an eternal difference.




Business & Entrepreneurship



	Start and manage a faith-based business or nonprofit

	Work in finance, marketing, or operations with biblical integrity

	Serve in family businesses or marketplace ministries

	Use your business skills for bi-vocational ministry or missions



Ministry & Church Leadership



	Lead church finances, fundraising, or administration

	Launch a ministry that serves through business (e.g., coffee shops, camps)

	Provide strategic planning or consulting to churches and nonprofits

	Serve as an elder, deacon, or board member with business insight



Education & Further Study



	Transfer to graduate programs in business, leadership, or ministry

	Prepare for MBA or seminary with a solid biblical and business foundation

	Teach or mentor others in entrepreneurship and Christian ethics






🎯 What You’ll Learn in the Business Major


To complete this major, you must first earn the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree and the Level 3 Endorsement. Then you will complete:

Required Business Courses (6 Core Courses)



	Christian Leaders Enterprise (3 Units)

	Business Finance for Every Enterprise (4 Units)

	Business Management for Every Enterprise (4 Units)

	Financial Liberty (3 Units)

	Principles of Accounting (3 Units)

	Capstone: Bachelor of Christian Leadership (1 Unit)



Elective Business Courses (Choose 4)



	Management by the Book (3 Units)

	Enterprise Finance (4 Units)

	Online Enterprise Marketing (3 Units)

	Enterprise Marketing (4 Units)

	Microeconomics (3 Units)

	Macroeconomics (3 Units)

	Christian Entrepreneurship (3 Units)

	Biblical Standards for Business (3 Units)

	Strategic Management (3 Units)

	International Business (3 Units)

	Leadership Theories (3 Units)

	Introduction to Information Systems (3 Units)






👩‍💼 Who Is This Degree For?


This program is especially ideal for:



	Homeschool and high school graduates seeking a Christian bachelor’s degree

	Young adults wanting a biblically based alternative to secular business programs

	Bi-vocational ministers or church leaders looking to sharpen business skills

	Aspiring Christian entrepreneurs with a heart for both mission and profit

	Anyone who believes business can be a calling to glorify God



✝️ Be a Leader Who Builds the Kingdom—Not Just a Career


With a Bachelor of Christian Leadership – Business Major, you’ll be equipped to build what matters. Whether in the church, the marketplace, or your own community, you’ll lead with biblical values, spiritual wisdom, and business excellence.













CHAPTER NINE

Chapter Nine - Concentrations







🎓 WHAT ARE Christian Leadership Degree Concentrations?


Concentrations within the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree at Christian Leaders Institute allow students to customize their learning by focusing on a specific area of ministry or calling. While every Christian Leadership degree includes a strong foundation in Bible, theology, and leadership, a concentration adds focused depth in areas like Business, Youth Ministry, Church Planting, Women’s Ministry, Chaplaincy, Philosophy, or Advanced Biblical Studies. These concentrations help you prepare for real-world ministry or vocational leadership in the specific context God is calling you to. Whether you plan to lead a church, start a business, serve youth, or pursue graduate studies, choosing a concentration equips you to sharpen your gifts and make a greater impact.




Christian Leadership Bachelor with a Christian Philosophy Concentration

Understand Ideas. Live the Truth. Lead with Wisdom.


Do you love deep thinking? Are you passionate about truth, meaning, and how faith shapes culture? The Christian Philosophy Concentration within the Bachelor of Christian Leadership degree is designed for emerging leaders who want to explore big questions through a biblical lens—and apply timeless truth in today’s ever-changing world.


This concentration builds your critical thinking, deepens your understanding of Christian worldview, and helps you communicate truth in ministry, education, business, and beyond. Whether you’re a future teacher, preacher, apologist, or thoughtful leader, this concentration helps you become a clear thinker and a wise guide in a confused world.




🧠 Why Study Christian Philosophy?



	Discover the power of biblical wisdom in contrast to worldly ideas

	Defend the Christian worldview with clarity and confidence

	Understand the history of thought—from ancient to postmodern philosophy

	Sharpen your reasoning, discernment, and communication

	Integrate faith and thinking in your leadership, writing, and teaching

	Prepare for seminary, teaching, or graduate study in theology or apologetics




Philosophy majors are increasingly valued in many career fields. According to a University of Michigan study, philosophy graduates rank among the highest in analytical reasoning and verbal aptitude—skills in high demand in a world shaped by artificial intelligence, ethics, and cultural complexity. As AI continues to reshape society, Christian philosophy majors will be needed to write, prompt, and edit worldview-centered content that influences generations.




📚 Courses Required for the Christian Philosophy Concentration


To earn this concentration, you must:



	Complete the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree

	Maintain a 2.00 GPA

	Finish 7 courses totaling 19+ credits



Core Courses (5 Required)



	Biblical Wisdom Books (4 Units)


Learn to think biblically by studying Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job—God’s guide to living wisely in a complex world.


	Introduction to Philosophy (3 Units)


Explore what philosophy is, why it matters, and how a Christian worldview transforms how we think about truth and meaning.


	Christian Philosophy (3 Units)


Dive deep into the distinctives of Christian thought, comparing it to secular systems and grounding your ideas in Scripture.


	Logic and Critical Thinking (3 Units)


Master the tools of reasoning, argumentation, and analysis. Learn how to discern faulty logic and think clearly in today’s noisy world.


	Capstone: Bachelor of Christian Leadership (1 Unit)


Reflect, synthesize, and present your learning through a final project that shows your readiness to lead and serve.




Choose 2 Elective Courses (Pick from the List Below)



	Comparative Religions (2 Units) – Understand and contrast world religions through a biblical lens

	Philosophy of Religion (3 Units) – Explore deep questions of existence, morality, and the nature of God

	Sexual Ethics (3 Units) – Examine biblical, philosophical, and cultural perspectives on sexuality

	Ancient Philosophy (3 Units) – Study key ideas from Plato, Aristotle, and the early schools of thought

	Modern Philosophy (3 Units) – Engage Enlightenment, postmodern, and contemporary thinkers and their impact on today's culture




Total: 7 Courses | Minimum 19 Credits




👨‍🏫 Who Should Choose This Concentration?



	Students called to teach, write, or speak about truth and faith

	Future apologists or worldview instructors

	Leaders navigating cultural and ethical challenges

	Christians preparing for graduate-level theological education

	Anyone who wants to think deeply, biblically, and clearly

	Homeschool and micro-school students looking for a low-cost, high-quality philosophy launchpad




This is an ideal degree for students planning to go on to seminary, a Master of Divinity, or graduate programs in theology, philosophy, apologetics, or Christian education.




Christian Philosophy Concentration Requirements


To receive the Christian Philosophy Concentration, you must:



	Hold the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree

	Maintain a 2.00 GPA

	Complete the following:



Required (5 Courses)



	Biblical Wisdom Books (4 Units)

	Introduction to Philosophy (3 Units)

	Christian Philosophy (3 Units)

	Logic and Critical Thinking (3 Units)

	Capstone Bachelor of Christian Leadership (1 Unit)



Electives (Choose 2)



	Comparative Religions (2 Units)

	Philosophy of Religion (3 Units)

	Sexual Ethics (3 Units)

	Ancient Philosophy (3 Units)

	Modern Philosophy (3 Units)




Total Units Required: 19 Minimum




✝️ Think for the Glory of God


The Christian faith is intellectually rich and spiritually true. The Christian Philosophy Concentration helps you think Christianly about every area of life—and equips you to guide others in a world of competing ideas.


Whether you’re leading in ministry, education, or business, this concentration will deepen your understanding, strengthen your mind, and ignite your impact.




Christian Leadership Bachelor Degree with a Christian Business Concentration


In today’s world, Christian leaders are increasingly called to be entrepreneurs, administrators, and visionaries—not only in the church but also in the marketplace. The Christian Business Concentration within the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree is designed to equip you for just that. Whether you're preparing to lead a faith-based organization, launch a business with kingdom values, or support ministry operations, this concentration provides biblically grounded, business-savvy training.


This chapter introduces the Christian Business Concentration and outlines what it includes, who it’s for, and how it empowers you to lead with purpose wherever God calls you.




📘 Courses Required for the Christian Business Concentration


To earn this concentration, you must complete the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree, maintain a 2.00 GPA, and finish at least 6 courses totaling 18+ units.

Core Courses (4 Required)



	Christian Leaders Enterprise (3 Units)


	Explore how to launch and sustain a Christian business or ministry with a clear mission and godly values.




	Business Finance for Every Enterprise (4 Units)


	Learn essential financial principles for stewardship, budgeting, planning, and long-term sustainability.




	Business Management for Every Enterprise (4 Units)


	Gain leadership and organizational skills to manage people, processes, and vision with excellence.




	Capstone: Bachelor of Christian Leadership (1 Unit)


	Apply what you’ve learned in a final leadership project that demonstrates real-world readiness.






Choose 2 Elective Courses (Pick from the List Below)



	Management by the Book (3 Units)

	Enterprise Finance (4 Units)

	Online Enterprise Marketing (3 Units)

	Enterprise Marketing (4 Units)

	Microeconomics (3 Units)

	Christian Entrepreneurship (3 Units)

	Biblical Standards for Business (3 Units)

	Financial Liberty (3 Units)

	Principles of Accounting (3 Units)

	Strategic Management (3 Units)

	International Business (3 Units)

	Leadership Theories (3 Units)

	Introduction to Information Systems (3 Units)






🙌 What You Can Do with the Christian Business Concentration


This concentration prepares you for impactful leadership in both ministry and marketplace roles. Whether you are starting a new venture or helping an existing one thrive, your biblical training will set you apart.




Business and Marketplace Leadership



	Launch and run a Christian business or nonprofit

	Serve as a manager, administrator, or director in a company or church

	Use business as mission (BAM) to make disciples and support global outreach

	Operate small businesses with kingdom values and entrepreneurial excellence



Ministry and Church Administration



	Lead church or ministry finances, operations, and fundraising

	Support bivocational ministry with income from faith-based business

	Offer consulting and strategic planning to churches and nonprofits

	Equip others in your church with business and leadership skills



Further Education and Vocational Readiness



	Prepare for graduate programs in business, nonprofit management, or theology

	Enhance your resume with leadership, marketing, and finance competencies

	Create training programs or teach business ethics and entrepreneurship from a Christian perspective






👩‍💼 Who Should Pursue This Concentration?


This program is perfect for:



	Homeschool and high school graduates ready to combine faith and entrepreneurship

	Ministry-minded individuals wanting to start a bivocational or mission-focused business

	Church and nonprofit leaders managing teams, budgets, or fundraising

	Anyone who believes business can be ministry when it’s built on biblical foundations






✝️ Build What Lasts—A Business That Honors Christ


Business can be a platform for justice, generosity, discipleship, and transformation. The Christian Business Concentration will equip you to lead with integrity, innovate with purpose, and impact the world with the gospel—through whatever you build.




Christian Leadership Concentrations: Church Planter Concentration

Start New Churches. Multiply Disciples. Expand the Kingdom.


Do you feel called to start a new church, launch a house church, or revitalize a declining congregation? The Church Planter Concentration within the Bachelor of Christian Leadership degree is for pioneering leaders ready to step out in faith, ignite gospel movements, and serve unreached or underserved communities.


Church planting is about more than starting services—it's about multiplying disciples, raising up leaders, and establishing gospel communities wherever God sends you.




🔥 Why Pursue Church Planting Training?


In a world where millions don’t know Jesus and many churches are declining, church planting is one of the most strategic ways to fulfill the Great Commission. This concentration equips you to:



	Understand the biblical and theological foundation for planting

	Gain practical skills in preaching, outreach, leadership, and care

	Learn to disciple people and multiply leaders

	Adapt models for house churches, microchurches, or traditional church starts

	Minister in diverse settings—from urban to rural, global to local






📘 Courses Required for the Church Planter Concentration


To earn this concentration, you must complete the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree, maintain a 2.00 GPA, and finish the following 8 courses (minimum 22 credits):

Core Courses (5 Required)



	Church Planting (Marketing) – 4 Units

	Hermeneutics and Exegesis – 3 Units

	Ministry Care Conversations – 3 Units

	Multiplying Disciples – 2 Units

	Capstone: Bachelor of Christian Leadership – 1 Unit



Preaching Course (1 Required)



	Sermon Construction and Presentation – 4 Units



Practical Ministry Courses (Choose 2)



	Developing House Churches (3 Units)

	Disability Smart (3 Units)

	Church Revitalization (3 Units)

	Pastoring: The Nuts and Bolts (3 Units)

	Developing Great Commission Skills (3 Units)






🙌 What You Can Do with the Church Planter Concentration


This concentration prepares you to be a strategic leader in gospel expansion.




Launch and Lead New Churches



	Start a new church, house church, or microchurch in your city or region

	Serve as a church planter apprentice or team member in a church planting movement

	Lead a bivocational plant while working in a trade, business, or marketplace job

	Plant churches in unreached or post-Christian communities

	Organize missional communities or networked house churches



Revitalize Existing Churches



	Replant or renew declining churches with a vision for discipleship and outreach

	Bring energy, clarity, and biblical health to struggling congregations

	Coach others in church health and growth principles



Equip and Multiply Leaders



	Build disciple-making systems from day one

	Train lay leaders to serve, teach, and reproduce ministry

	Launch leadership pipelines for ongoing church multiplication



Prepare for Long-Term Ministry Impact



	Strengthen your preaching, theology, and practical ministry foundations

	Position yourself for future graduate study or ordination

	Combine this with other CLI concentrations (like Business or Philosophy) for specialized impact






👣 Who Is This Program For?



	Future church planters and movement catalysts

	House church or microchurch leaders

	Revitalization pastors or replanting teams

	Bivocational leaders starting gospel works in everyday places

	Anyone with a burning heart to see new people reached with the gospel






✝️ Plant the Gospel. Build His Church.


Jesus said, “I will build my church.” If He’s calling you to be part of that work, the Church Planter Concentration will equip you with the training, tools, and theological depth to start strong—and keep going.




Christian Leadership Degree with Advanced Biblical Studies Concentration

Go Deeper in God’s Word. Lead with Sound Doctrine. Teach with Clarity.


If you're passionate about the Bible and want to deepen your knowledge of its historical, theological, and literary richness, the Advanced Biblical Studies Concentration is your next step. Offered as part of the Bachelor of Christian Leadership degree at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI), this concentration is designed for those who want to teach, preach, or lead with biblical depth and doctrinal clarity.


You will explore the Bible in greater depth—from wisdom literature to prophetic texts, from Acts to Revelation—so you can rightly handle the Word of truth in every ministry setting.




🧠 Why Pursue Advanced Biblical Studies?


Whether you're a pastor, Bible teacher, ministry leader, or serious student of the Word, this concentration will equip you to:



	Interpret Scripture with greater precision

	Understand the literary structure and theology of both Old and New Testaments

	Preach and teach with greater confidence and biblical accuracy

	Apply sound doctrine in leadership, counseling, and discipleship

	Develop a lifelong love for in-depth study of God’s Word






📘 Courses Required for the Advanced Biblical Studies Concentration


To earn this concentration, you must complete the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree, maintain a 2.00 GPA, and complete 8 courses (minimum of 23 credits).

Core Courses (4 Required)



	Hermeneutics and Exegesis – 3 Units

	Biblical Wisdom Books – 4 Units

	Old Testament Literature, History, and Theology – 3 Units

	Capstone: Bachelor of Christian Leadership – 1 Unit



Choose 4 Advanced New Testament Courses



	The Book of Acts (3 Units)

	General Epistles (3 Units)

	Romans (3 Units)

	Colossians and Philemon (3 Units)

	Revelation (3 Units) – Coming soon!






🙌 What You Can Do with the Advanced Biblical Studies Concentration


This concentration empowers you to lead, teach, and serve with deep biblical grounding.




Preach and Teach the Word with Confidence



	Deliver biblically sound and theologically rich sermons

	Lead in-depth Bible studies in churches, homes, or online

	Teach youth or adult education classes with insight and clarity

	Mentor future ministry leaders with a solid doctrinal foundation



Prepare for Seminary or Graduate Study



	Build a strong biblical studies foundation for master’s-level theology or ministry programs

	Gain advanced exegesis and Bible literacy for seminary success

	Position yourself as a qualified teacher or professor of Bible in future academic settings



Strengthen Your Ministry Leadership



	Lead churches or ministries with a strong grasp of Scripture

	Provide wise counsel grounded in biblical truth

	Answer tough questions with confidence and faithfulness to the Word

	Model scriptural integrity in discipleship and decision-making






🧑‍🏫 Who Is This Concentration For?



	Preachers, pastors, and church leaders seeking to strengthen biblical teaching

	Bible study leaders, small group facilitators, and educators

	Aspiring theologians or seminary-bound students

	Anyone with a deep hunger to study and apply the Word of God






✝️ Go Deep So You Can Go Far


The Advanced Biblical Studies Concentration will root you deeper in God’s Word, strengthen your ministry impact, and prepare you to lead with biblical truth wherever God calls you.




Christian Leadership Degree with Women’s Ministry Concentration

Women Leading Women—God’s Way


When women rise up to lead and serve in the power of the Holy Spirit, families change, churches flourish, and communities transform. The Women’s Ministry Concentration within the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) equips women to bring biblical truth, healing, and leadership to the women God puts in their path.


Whether you’re called to launch a women’s ministry, mentor others, or serve in caregiving or chaplaincy roles, this concentration will help you do so with competence, compassion, and Christ-centered confidence.




Why Focus on Women’s Ministry?


In every culture and generation, women play a vital role in shaping the spiritual health of families and communities. This concentration equips you to:



	Understand biblical and historical models of women’s leadership

	Develop listening and caregiving skills for real-life ministry

	Teach and preach with clarity and confidence

	Build ministries that disciple, heal, and empower women in every stage of life

	Address trauma, addiction, relationships, and recovery from a biblical perspective






📘 Required Courses for the Women’s Ministry Concentration


To complete this concentration, you must first complete the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree, maintain a 2.00 GPA, and finish 8 courses (minimum 22+ credits).

Core Courses (4 Required)



	Women’s Ministry (3 Units)

	Ministry Care Conversations (3 Units)

	Women and Leadership in Early Christianity (3 Units)

	Capstone: Bachelor of Christian Leadership (1 Unit)



Choose 4 Elective Courses



	Missions and Revivals (4 Units)

	Sermon Construction and Presentation (4 Units)

	Early Church History and Doctrine (3 Units)

	Developing House Churches (3 Units)

	Marriage Ministry (4 Units)

	Introduction to Chaplaincy (3 Units)

	Self-Care and Recovery (3 Units)

	Breaking the Cycle of Addiction (3 Units)

	Preaching, Preparation, & Presentation (3 Units)

	Disability Smart (3 Units)






🙌 What You Can Do with the Women’s Ministry Concentration




Church and Ministry Roles



	Lead or launch a women’s ministry in churches or online

	Teach Bible studies and organize retreats or small groups

	Serve in discipleship, mentorship, and caregiving roles

	Support women in life transitions, trauma, and family challenges



Broader Ministry Contexts



	Chaplain roles in hospitals, shelters, or correctional facilities

	House church and microchurch leadership

	Partnership in marriage or family ministries

	Advocacy for women's leadership and empowerment



Prepare for Further Study or Credentialing



	Ordination readiness through Christian Leaders Alliance

	Graduate study in chaplaincy, counseling, theology, or ministry

	Develop a teaching, speaking, or writing ministry for women






👩‍💼 Who Should Choose This Concentration?



	Women called to teach, mentor, and lead other women

	Pastors' wives or women in ministry partnership roles

	Aspiring chaplains with a focus on serving women

	Women launching online or local ministries

	Those passionate about equipping women in Christ-centered leadership and wholeness






✝️ Godly Women. Global Impact.


Women have always been essential to gospel movements. From the women at the tomb to the leaders in the early church, God continues to raise up women to lead with humility, courage, and grace. This concentration equips you to follow that legacy with clarity and purpose.




Christian Leadership Degree with Youth Ministry Concentration

Reach the Next Generation. Disciple with Passion. Lead a Movement.


Do you feel called to reach teens and young adults with the transforming power of the gospel? The Youth Ministry Concentration within the Bachelor of Christian Leadership degree at Christian Leaders Institute equips you with the tools, vision, and biblical foundation to minister effectively to youth in today’s challenging world.


Youth ministry is more than games and gatherings—it's a calling to raise up passionate, grounded disciples who will carry the gospel forward into the future. Whether you’re planting a youth movement, leading a church youth group, or mentoring one-on-one, this concentration prepares you to disciple deeply and lead boldly.




🌟 Why Focus on Youth Ministry?



	Today’s youth are facing identity confusion, mental health struggles, and spiritual drift

	The next generation needs biblical truth, authentic relationships, and godly mentors

	This concentration helps you lead with confidence, creativity, and compassion






📘 Required Courses for the Youth Ministry Concentration


To earn this concentration, you must:



	Complete the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree

	Maintain a 2.00 GPA

	Finish 9 courses totaling 25+ credits



Core Courses (5 Required)



	Ministry Care Conversations (3 Units)


Learn how to listen, counsel, and walk alongside youth in moments of crisis, growth, or transition.


	Youth Ministry (3 Units)


Understand the theology, strategies, and structure of dynamic, gospel-centered youth ministry.


	Youth Discipleship Ministry & Movement (3 Units)


Learn how to launch disciple-making movements among teens using biblical and relational methods.


	Disability Smart (3 Units)


Make your youth ministry welcoming and inclusive for all students, including those with special needs.


	Capstone: Bachelor of Christian Leadership (1 Unit)


Integrate your studies into a project that launches your personal youth ministry vision and plan.




Choose 4 Elective Courses (Pick from the List Below)



	Missions and Revivals (4 Units)

	Sermon Construction and Presentation (4 Units)

	Developing House Churches (3 Units)

	Introduction to Chaplaincy (3 Units)

	Self-Care and Recovery (3 Units)

	Breaking the Cycle of Addiction (3 Units)

	Preaching, Preparation, & Presentation (3 Units)






🙌 What You Can Do with the Youth Ministry Concentration

Church and Ministry Leadership



	Lead a youth ministry in a church, camp, or nonprofit

	Start a youth discipleship movement in your community or online

	Teach Bible classes and lead small groups for teens

	Mentor at-risk youth through one-on-one or group counseling

	Equip volunteer youth leaders and teams



Chaplaincy and Outreach Roles



	Serve as a youth chaplain in schools, sports teams, or after-school programs

	Launch campus clubs or Christian youth groups

	Engage in street outreach, recovery ministry, or summer missions with teens

	Start youth-focused house churches or neighborhood Bible clubs



Continue Your Leadership Journey



	Be eligible for ordination through Christian Leaders Alliance

	Prepare for graduate study in youth ministry, pastoral leadership, or counseling

	Combine this concentration with others (like Marriage, Business, or Chaplaincy) to broaden your impact






👩‍🏫 Who Is This Concentration For?



	Youth leaders and pastors called to serve the next generation

	Volunteers who want formal training in discipleship and communication

	Missionaries and church planters launching youth-focused works

	Mentors, coaches, and chaplains ministering to teens in schools or communities

	Anyone with a heart to see young people fall in love with Jesus



Youth Ministry Concentration Requirements


To receive the Youth Ministry Concentration, you must:



	Hold the Bachelor of Christian Leadership Degree

	Maintain a 2.00 GPA

	Complete the following courses:



Required (5 Courses)



	Ministry Care Conversations (3 Units)

	Youth Ministry (3 Units)

	Youth Discipleship Ministry & Movement (3 Units)

	Disability Smart (3 Units)

	Capstone: Bachelor of Christian Leadership (1 Unit)



Electives (Choose 4)



	Missions and Revivals (4 Units)

	Sermon Construction and Presentation (4 Units)

	Developing House Churches (3 Units)

	Introduction to Chaplaincy (3 Units)

	Self-Care and Recovery (3 Units)

	Breaking the Cycle of Addiction (3 Units)

	Preaching, Preparation, & Presentation (3 Units)




Total Units Required: 25 Minimum




✝️ Raise Up the Next Generation for Christ


The church of tomorrow needs leaders today who are trained, passionate, and biblically grounded. The Youth Ministry Concentration equips you to disciple, lead, and multiply gospel impact among the young people God entrusts to your care.




























CHAPTER TEN

Chapter Ten - Credibility







WHEN YOU'RE INVESTING your time and calling into ministry training, credibility matters. At Christian Leaders Institute, we are committed to building your trust with transparency, excellence, and results. Here are several ways CLI proves its credibility to the world:

1. The Credibility of the Accreditation Journey


Christian Leaders Institute is listed as a candidate for accreditation by the Association for Biblical Higher Education (ABHE), a recognized accrediting agency acknowledged by the U.S. Department of Education. This status signals that CLI meets essential quality standards and is actively pursuing full accreditation.


Being listed on the Department of Education website reflects years of curriculum development, student support systems, assessment protocols, and transparent governance. It demonstrates our deep commitment to both academic excellence and ministry effectiveness. See USDE link, click here.


2. The Credibility of Our User Community


CLI has a vibrant and growing global community. On Facebook, CLI holds a 94% ratting with over a thousand reviews and recommendations. On Google, our programs consistently receive high ratings from verified students.


These strong ratings reflect the satisfaction of learners from all walks of life—pastors, chaplains, entrepreneurs, teachers, and lay leaders. The CLI online community offers support, encouragement, and a shared passion for spreading the gospel.
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3. The Credibility of Thousands of Testimonies


The CLI website and Christian Leaders Alliance platform host thousands of written and video testimonies. These stories span every continent and represent real lives changed through free, accessible, and robust Christian education.


Testimonies share how CLI helped:



	A youth leader in Kenya launch a teen Bible study group

	A single mom in Texas rediscover her purpose in Christ

	A pastor in the Philippines get ordained and plant a new church




Each story is a witness to the real-world fruit of CLI’s training model.


Click here to see student testimonies

4. Our Ordaining Christian Religious Society: Christian Leaders Alliance 


Christian Leaders Institute is non-denominational but deeply rooted in historic Christian orthodoxy. We draw on rich theological traditions that are shared across evangelical, Reformed, Pentecostal, Baptist, Methodist, and other Christian streams.


CLI believes in unity around the essentials of the faith, as Ephesians 4:3 teaches: “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” While students may differ on secondary doctrines, we focus on Christ-centered training and biblical equipping.


5. The Credibility of Biblical Content Providers and Faculty from Accredited Institutions


The correspondence content-providing teaching faculty at Christian Leaders Institute are the trusted voices who deliver the core teaching of each course. These instructors are seasoned pastors, theologians, ministry leaders, and Christian scholars who bring years of experience and biblical insight to their lessons. Through recorded lectures, written materials, readings, and assessments, they guide students in learning key concepts at their own pace. As part of CLI’s correspondence education model, these faculty members focus on creating clear, Christ-centered, and accessible teaching that can be distributed globally. Though they may not interact directly with each student, their carefully prepared content helps shape thousands of Christian leaders around the world—making it possible for learners in any setting to receive high-quality ministry training, free of charge.





One of our online content providers is Francis Chan. Click here  to watch his endorsement of Christian Leaders Institute
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Click here to watch the Francis Chan endorsement. 







6. The Credibility of Our Statement of Faith


Christian Leaders Institute holds to a clear and comprehensive Statement of Faith that has guided its teaching since 2006. It outlines biblical doctrines on God, salvation, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, the church, Christian living, marriage, and evangelism.


This statement is publicly available and affirmed by our faculty, students, and ministry partners. It ensures doctrinal integrity and provides a solid biblical foundation for all our curriculum.




7. Additional Signs of Credibility



	Global Reach: Over 900,000 enrolled study accounts across 190+ countries.

	Partner Pathways: CLI students can transfer coursework to accredited institutions such as Ohio Christian University and others.

	Low Cost, High Access: CLI offers a zero-tuition model funded by voluntary donations—allowing leaders to rise regardless of economic background.

	Organizational Transparency: CLI is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit with published reports and public-facing leadership.

	Strategic Partnerships: CLI works with Christian Leaders Alliance, the Faith and Tract League, and global churches to expand impact.






📜 Reference Section: The CLI Statement of Faith


To see the full Christian Leaders Institute Statement of Faith—including Scripture references and doctrinal affirmations—please visit: www.christianleadersinstitute.org/statement-of-faith


This faith foundation shapes every course, every credential, and every leadership journey.


Statement of Faith

Christian Leaders Institute

Statement of Faith


This Statement of Faith was adopted by Christian Leaders Institute when CLI began offering classes in 2006. Since then, the Christian Leaders Institute Statement of Faith has guided the development of the classes and worldview.




The Bible


The Bible is God’s inerrant, infallible, reliable Word, the only final authority for faith and life.

Proverbs 30:5–6 • Isaiah 8:20 • John 10:35 • 2 Timothy 3:16–17 • 2 Peter 1:21




Who is God?


God is Trinity, an eternal, loving unity of three divine Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Deuteronomy 6:4 • Matthew 28:19 • John 14:26 • 2 Corinthians 13:14




God Created the World


God created the universe ex nihilo (from nothing) and made all things very good.

Genesis 1–2 • Exodus 20:11 • Hebrews 11:3




God Created Humanity


God created humanity in His image to glorify and enjoy God and to be stewards of creation.

Genesis 1:26–28 • Psalm 8 • Isaiah 43:7 • Revelation 4:11 • Psalm 37:4




The Fall


Humanity has fallen into sin, and we are totally unable to save ourselves.

Genesis 3 • Romans 3:12, 23 • Romans 5:12




Who is Jesus?


Jesus, the promised Messiah of Israel, is fully God and fully man.

Matthew 1:21–23 • John 1:1, 14 • John 20:28 • Hebrews 1:1–4 • Hebrews 2:14




Jesus’ Life and Victory


Jesus was born of a virgin, obeyed God perfectly, worked great miracles, died on a cross, rose from the dead, ascended to heaven, and reigns over all things.

Luke 1:26–35 • Hebrews 4:15 • John 14:11 • Luke 23–24 • Ephesians 1:20–23




Salvation is a Work of God


Salvation is merited only by Jesus’ perfect obedience and substitutionary atonement.

Isaiah 53 • Hebrews 7:26–27 • 2 Corinthians 5:21 • Acts 4:12




Salvation is Not Our Work


Salvation is entirely God’s gift, not our achievement, and is received by faith in Christ, not works.

John 3:16 • Romans 1:16–17 • Galatians 2:16–21




The Holy Spirit was Sent to Earth and Fills Us


The Holy Spirit gives new birth, unites us to Christ, assures us of His love, leads us in His truth, forms us in His character, equips us with His gifts, and empowers us to be His ambassadors.

John 3:3–8 • Acts 1:8 • Romans 8 • 1 Corinthians 12 • Galatians 5:16–26 • Ephesians 3:16–21




The Church


The church is the one body of God’s people throughout all generations and from all nations.

Romans 12:5 • Galatians 3:26–29 • Ephesians 1:22–23 • Revelation 7:9




Angels of God


God’s holy angels defend and help God’s people.

Psalm 34:7 • Psalm 91:11 • Matthew 18:10 • Hebrews 1:14




Fallen Angels


Satan and other fallen angels are dangerous but doomed. Christ is victor.

Ephesians 6:10–18 • Colossians 2:15 • 1 Peter 5:8 • Revelation 12:10–12




Christ Will Return and the Dead Will Be Raised


Christ will return visibly. The dead will be raised. Christ will rule the world and make all things new.

Matthew 24:30 • 1 Corinthians 15:52 • 1 Thessalonians 4:16 • Revelation 21:1–5




New Heaven and New Earth


God’s people will rejoice forever in the new heaven and new earth. God’s enemies will suffer forever in hell.

Daniel 12:2–3 • Matthew 25:31–46 • Revelation 22:1–5 • 2 Thessalonians 1:9




God Designed Marriage


Sexual intimacy is for marriage only. Christian marriage is a lifelong union of a man and a woman.

Genesis 2:22–25 • Matthew 5:27–32 • Matthew 19:3–9 • 1 Corinthians 7:1–11




God Relates to Families


God’s covenant addresses not only individuals but also their families.

Genesis 17:7 • Genesis 18:19 • Deuteronomy 7:9 • Joshua 24:15 • Psalm 103:17 • Acts 11:14 • Acts 16:15, 31




We Are Able to Walk with God


As individuals, as couples, and as families, we need a daily conversation with God through Bible reading and prayer.

Psalm 1 • Daniel 6:10 • Deuteronomy 6:4–9 • Ephesians 6:18 • 1 Thessalonians 5:17




We Love Because He Loved Us


God calls us to a holy life of love, as depicted in the Ten Commandments.

Exodus 20:1–17 • Mark 12:30–31 • John 14:15 • Romans 13:8–10 • 1 Corinthians 13




We Honor Christ in Everything


God calls us to a worldview and way of life in which we seek to honor Christ in every area of thought and action.

Psalm 24:1 • Colossians 3:17 • 2 Corinthians 10:5




We Share the Good News


God calls us to spread the gospel to people who don’t yet follow Christ.

Psalm 96:3 • Matthew 5:14 • Matthew 28:18–20 • 1 Peter 3:15


In a world full of questionable online programs, CLI stands apart with a proven track record, biblical grounding, and a commitment to excellence.


You can trust the process. You can trust the purpose.


Your calling deserves a foundation built on credibility—and that’s exactly what Christian Leaders Institute is here to provide.
















CHAPTER ELEVEN

Chapter Eleven - Navigating the Technology







NAVIGATING THE EDUCATIONAL Interface at Christian Leaders Institute


Christian Leaders Institute has designed a academic online environment to help you easily find your courses and track your ministry training journey. Two key areas of the site will guide you along the way: the Courses Page and the Credentials area of the Home Page. .

Explore the Courses Page


The Courses Page is your gateway to over 200 free online courses in ministry, theology, life skills, leadership, and more. You’ll find:



	Search and filtering tools to browse topics of interest

	Clear course descriptions and outcomes

	Enrollment buttons for instant access




Whether you’re beginning with a mini-course or jumping into a college-level course, the Courses Page gives you quick access to all learning options.

Track Progress on the Credentials Area of the Home page. (Go to your Home button. Once there, scroll down until you see the 'Available Credential Area’)
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The Credentials area is where you’ll track your ministry training journey. This credential area is designed to show your progress through three major paths:



	Christian Development Credentials - Look for the Christian Development Credentials Link

	Officiant and Minister Credentials - Look for the Ordination Program Link

	College-Level Degree Credentials - Look for the Degree Program Link




Each section is organized in folders, making it easy to navigate. As you complete courses, your credentials will populate automatically within these folders.

Christian Development Credentials
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These credentials show your growth in faith and ministry knowledge. You’ll earn:



	Awards

	Certificates

	Diplomas

	Certifications




Enrollment in these credentials happens automatically when you register as a student. The first credential you'll earn is your Officiant Student ID Credential, which unlocks valuable student benefits. For example, you can purchase a CLI Student ID card, giving you access to discounts available to college students. The only requirement? Reviewing and accepting the student terms and conditions.




Ordination Program


The second folder on the Credentials Page is the Ordination Link, which connects you to Christian Leaders Alliance ordination. 



	Officiant Tab: Explore roles such as Wedding Officiant, Romance Officiant, Faith Ministry Officiant, Funeral Officiant, Youth Ministry Officiant, and general Christian Officiant.

	Minister Tab: Discover pathways to become a Lay/Field Minister, Licensed Minister, Life Coach Minister, Ministry Chaplain, Ordained Minister, Youth Minister, or Minister of the Word.




Each path includes ministry training, local recommendations, and official recognition through Christian Leaders Alliance.
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Degree Programs


The final set of folders on the Credentials Page leads to degree programs:



	Admissions: Begin with the free Admissions course to enroll in the Leadership Excellence School.

	Divinity

	Chaplaincy

	Christian Leadership




The Christian Leadership degree offers specializations in Ministry, Philosophy, and Business. Additional concentrations help tailor your studies to your personal calling and career goals.


If you're looking for a professional credential that leads to advanced opportunities, this section will guide your way.
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Your Credential Dashboard


Think of the Credentials Page as your personal ministry training dashboard. You’ll always know where you are and what’s next. You can access it anytime by clicking Credentials in the main site navigation.


Whether you're taking your first course or preparing for ordination or a degree, this interface is built to serve your journey every step of the way.













CHAPTER TWELVE

Chapter Twelve -Getting Enrolled







TAKE THE GETTING Started Course. 


Starting your journey at Christian Leaders Institute (CLI) is more than just signing up—it’s about stepping into the purpose God has for you. This chapter is your guide to move from curiosity to action, helping you begin your studies, select the right courses, and walk the path God is calling you to follow.




1. Complete the Getting Started Course. At the End of the Course Order Your Student ID. 


The Getting Started Course takes less than one hour to complete. In this short course, you will not only review key concepts from the eBook, but also dive deeper into understanding the educational pathway available to you.


After completing the course, you will receive your first credential, called the Entrance Award. An icon will light up in your Credential Panel to mark this achievement. We encourage you to celebrate this important first step in your educational journey by ordering a Student ID card.


While ordering a Student ID is optional, completing the Getting Started Course equips you with the skills to complete future credentials at Christian Leaders Institute. This initial credential only requires that you agree to the terms and conditions of study.


As part of the process, you will also complete a profile activity, which includes uploading a quality photo of yourself and writing a brief introduction. Once completed, you are officially recognized as a student and are eligible to pursue Christian Leaders Institute programs.


➡️ Note: You do not need to finish this credential to enroll in and complete courses, but it’s a great first step to help you get oriented and ready to pursue your ministry journey.




2. Reflect on Why You Signed Up


Take a moment to reflect and pray:



	Why did I sign up at Christian Leaders Institute?

	What is God stirring in my heart?




Are you here to take some free access courses that interest you?



	Mini-Courses

	Ministry Skill Courses

	Bible and Theology Courses

	Ministry Studies

	Core College Courses

	Philosophy or Business Courses




Are you pursuing:



	Awards, Certificates, Diplomas, or Certifications?

	Minister or Officiant Ordination?

	A College Degree?




Exercise: Write a short “Calling Statement” in your notes or journal. What do you feel God might be calling you to do? Don’t worry if it’s not perfect—just start writing!




3. Explore the Programs


CLI offers hundreds of classes organized into paths and programs to meet different callings. After completing the Getting Started Course, visit your student dashboard and explore:


Exploration Courses – Great for new believers, small group leaders, and personal growth.


Award Credentials – Certificates and Diplomas in Ministry, Theology, Bible, and more.


Minister Credentialing – Begin with the Wedding Officiant course. This is a great start for anyone considering minister credentials through Christian Leaders Alliance.


College-Level Programs – Enroll in the Leadership Excellence School by completing the Admissions Course (found on the Credential Panel).


Tip: Begin by enrolling in a course that reflects your goals as you understand them today. You can always adjust your path as you grow.




4. Pray About a Path That Fits Your Life


Everyone’s journey is different. [image: ]


That’s why CLI offers flexible study options that fit your life season.





5. Create a Study Routine


Online learning is flexible, but it requires consistency. Here’s how to succeed:



	Set a weekly goal (1–4 hours or 1–2 class sessions)

	Choose a regular study time (e.g., after dinner, early morning)

	Reward yourself after completing classes or milestones




Try This: Block out one hour each week as "Ministry Study Time." Treat it like a sacred appointment.




6. If You’re Able, Pay It Forward


Those who pray for and support the give-it-forward mission often feel a deeper ownership in their studies.


Optional Next Step: Become a one-time or monthly supporter to help make this mission sustainable.




7. Move Forward—Your Calling Matters


As you complete your first few courses, you’ll gain momentum and clarity. What begins in curiosity will continue with purpose and confidence.


You’ll begin to understand:



	How God is shaping your calling

	Which path or program fits your gifts

	How to finish what you start

	How to serve your family, church, and community




Whether you become a wedding officiant, house church planter, Bible study leader, or licensed minister—you are part of a global movement to multiply Christianity everywhere.




Final Encouragement: Just Begin


You don’t need to know everything today. Just take the first step:



	Enroll in your next course or program

	Ask God to lead you

	Begin your first class

	Stick with it




You’ll be amazed at what God does with your "yes."













CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Chapter Thirteen - Ordination at the Christian Leaders Alliance
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What Is the Christian Leaders Alliance? Click Here for Website


The Christian Leaders Alliance (CLA) is a global network of ordained and credentialed Christian leaders who have completed free ministry training through Christian Leaders Institute (CLI). CLA provides official ministry credentials, including roles like licensed minister, ordained minister, officiant, and chaplain, helping Christians confidently serve in both volunteer and vocational ministry settings.


Unlike traditional paths to ordination that can be expensive or institutionally limited, CLA offers a donation-supported, accessible alternative that maintains high biblical and academic standards. All ordination roles at CLA are grounded in biblical qualifications (1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1), verified through coursework, recommendations, and a public profile process.




How CLA Benefits Those Called to Ministry


Whether you feel called to serve in a local church, start a house church, officiate weddings or funerals, lead Bible studies, minister to the elderly or youth, or provide pastoral care, the Christian Leaders Alliance gives you:



	Recognition and credibility as a trained and ordained Christian leader

	Flexible credential levels based on your calling and completion of free coursework

	Ongoing opportunities for continuing education

	Connection to a global community of ministry-minded Christians

	Accountability through a shared Code of Ethics and Ministry Profile




CLA supports ministry work that is local, bi-vocational, part-time, full-time, or global. It encourages the multiplication of grassroots leaders to meet the growing spiritual needs of our world.


WorldWide Network of over 7,000 Ordained Officants, Ministers and Chaplain




Ordination Roles at Christian Leaders Alliance





The Christian Leaders Alliance (CLA) offers three main ordination tracks to recognize and empower called Christian leaders: Officiants, Ministers, and Chaplains. Each role is supported by free, high-quality training through Christian Leaders Institute and is designed to equip leaders for effective service in various ministry contexts.



	Officiants are ordained to lead specific Christian ceremonies such as weddings, funerals, baptisms, and milestone celebrations. These roles are ideal for volunteer or bi-vocational leaders serving their families, churches, or communities.

	Ministers are ordained for broader leadership, pastoral care, preaching, and church or ministry development. This track is suited for those called to more comprehensive or ongoing ministry roles, whether part-time, full-time, or as lay leaders.

	Chaplains are ordained to bring spiritual care into public, institutional, or crisis settings such as hospitals, military, schools, civic groups, or first-responder units. CLA offers specialized Officiating Chaplain roles for those pursuing community-based or auxiliary chaplaincy.




Each of these ordination roles qualifies leaders to register a Soul Center, offering a recognized base for local or online ministry while being part of a global alliance committed to advancing the gospel.




Ordained Officiant Roles at Christian Leaders Alliance





The Ordained Officiant Roles offered by the Christian Leaders Alliance are specialized ministry credentials designed for volunteer, part-time, or bi-vocational Christian leaders who are called to serve their families, churches, and communities in meaningful ways. These roles provide focused training through Christian Leaders Institute and culminate in ordination with CLA, offering both legal recognition (where applicable) and spiritual affirmation.


Each officiant role—such as Wedding Officiant, Funeral Officiant, Ministry Officiant, Faith Officiant, Youth Officiant, and Christian Officiant—is tailor-made to equip ministers to lead Christ-centered ceremonies, offer pastoral care, and serve effectively in real-life situations without requiring a full-time pastoral position.


What sets these roles apart is their flexibility and accessibility. Ordained Officiants receive high-quality, donation-supported training and a recognized ordination credential, making it possible for everyday Christians to step into official ministry—whether it’s officiating a wedding, leading a baptism, or offering comfort at a funeral.


Importantly, those who complete an Ordained Officiant role are eligible to register a Soul Center—a local ministry presence such as a house church, Bible study group, outreach ministry, or chaplain service. This opens the door to broader spiritual influence and leadership in your community, all while remaining rooted in biblical principles and supported by a global network of Christian leaders. Click here to see the ordination page.




Wedding Officiant Credential


The Wedding Officiant credential is the first level of ministry recognition offered by the Christian Leaders Alliance. It equips Christian leaders to legally and spiritually officiate weddings with confidence and biblical integrity. Through free training at Christian Leaders Institute, individuals learn how to conduct Christ-centered wedding ceremonies, provide premarital guidance, and understand the legal requirements for officiating in their local area. This credential is ideal for those called to serve friends, family, or their community in this meaningful and sacred role. - Click Here to find out more. 




Romance Officiant Credential


The Romance Officiant credential offered by the Christian Leaders Alliance prepares Christian leaders to guide and officiate non-marriage romance ceremonies and relationship milestones in a Christ-centered way. This may include purity ceremonies, vow renewals, engagement blessings, dating covenant ceremonies, or special romance celebrations that honor God’s design for love and commitment. Trained through Christian Leaders Institute, Romance Officiants are equipped to speak into the lives of couples with biblical wisdom and offer pastoral support for building godly relationships. This credential is perfect for leaders involved in relationship ministries, youth mentoring, or Christian matchmaking support. Click here to find out more. 




Funeral Officiant Credential


The Funeral Officiant credential from the Christian Leaders Alliance equips Christian leaders to offer compassionate, Christ-centered care during times of loss. Trained through Christian Leaders Institute, Funeral Officiants learn how to plan and conduct meaningful memorials, funerals, and celebration of life services that honor the deceased and bring comfort to grieving families. This credential prepares leaders to provide pastoral presence, Scripture-based messages, and spiritual support in one of life’s most sensitive moments. It’s ideal for those called to serve in pastoral care, chaplaincy, or local community ministry. Click here to find out more. 




Ministry Officiant Credential


The Ministry Officiant credential offered by the Christian Leaders Alliance recognizes Christian leaders trained to serve in a variety of ceremonial and spiritual leadership roles. Through free courses at Christian Leaders Institute, Ministry Officiants are equipped to lead baptisms, baby dedications, communion services, house blessings, and other Christian ceremonies. This credential is ideal for those who are active in local churches, small groups, outreach ministries, or chaplain roles and are looking for official recognition to conduct these meaningful acts of ministry with biblical integrity and confidence. Click here to find out more. 




Faith Officiant Credential


The Faith Officiant credential from the Christian Leaders Alliance is designed for Christians who feel called to share their faith and lead others in basic spiritual commitments and ceremonies. This credential equips leaders to conduct public professions of faith, lead salvation prayers, facilitate recommitment services, and assist new believers in taking their first steps of discipleship. Trained through Christian Leaders Institute, Faith Officiants serve as front-line gospel ambassadors—often in one-on-one or small group settings—offering spiritual guidance, encouragement, and a clear presentation of the gospel. This credential is ideal for those involved in evangelism, outreach, small group leadership, or spiritual mentoring. Click here to find out more. 




Youth Officiant Credential


The Youth Officiant credential offered by the Christian Leaders Alliance equips leaders to serve the next generation through Christ-centered guidance, mentoring, and ceremonies tailored to youth. Trained through Christian Leaders Institute, Youth Officiants are prepared to officiate youth baptisms, dedications, purity ceremonies, milestone blessings (such as coming-of-age celebrations), and other meaningful events in the lives of young people. This credential is ideal for those working in youth ministry, camps, mentoring programs, or school and church settings—providing spiritual leadership that helps youth grow in faith and purpose. Click here to find out more. 




Christian Officiant Credential


The Christian Officiant credential is a well-rounded, multi-purpose ministry credential offered by the Christian Leaders Alliance. It recognizes individuals who have completed training at Christian Leaders Institute to officiate a variety of Christian ceremonies, including weddings, funerals, baptisms, dedications, and other milestone events. This credential is ideal for those who serve in diverse ministry settings—whether in churches, families, small groups, or community outreach. Christian Officiants are equipped to bring spiritual leadership, biblical truth, and pastoral presence to life’s most meaningful moments. It’s a perfect credential for volunteer, bi-vocational, or part-time ministers seeking broad recognition in their calling. Click here to find out more. 




Ministry Roles at Christian Leaders Institute


At Christian Leaders Institute (CLI), a wide variety of ministry roles are available to equip believers for impactful service in their unique callings. These roles are developed through free, high-quality online correspondence courses and are recognized by the Christian Leaders Alliance for credentialing and ordination.


CLI’s ministry roles are designed to serve Christians at every stage—whether you’re exploring your first call to ministry, serving as a volunteer leader, or preparing for part-time or full-time ministry. Each role includes targeted training in theology, ministry skills, and spiritual formation, with options to specialize in areas such as:



	Minister Roles – Such as Field Minister, Licensed Minister, Licensed Ministry Chaplain, Life Coaching Minister Ordained Minister, and Minister of the Word.

	Chaplain Roles – Including Ordained Officiating Chaplain (Starting 8/25), Ministry Chaplain and Kingdom Chaplain.

	Specialized Ministry Roles – Such as Prayer Minister, Life Coaching Minister, Matchmaking Minister, Youth Minister, Senior Adult Minister, House Church Planter, and more - Go o the Credential panel at the home page to find out more.




Each completed ministry role qualifies you to become credentialed through Christian Leaders Alliance and eligible to launch a Soul Center—a local or online ministry base for your work.


Christian Leaders Institute makes it possible for everyday Christians to receive world-class ministry training and step into their God-given purpose without the burden of tuition debt.




Field Minister - Click Here


The Field Minister role at Christian Leaders Institute is designed for everyday Christians who feel called to serve in local ministry settings—whether as a volunteer, part-time minister, or bi-vocational leader. This role is ideal for those who want to make a difference right where they are—in their churches, neighborhoods, workplaces, or communities—without needing to relocate or pursue full-time ministry.


Through free training at CLI and recognition through the Christian Leaders Alliance, Field Ministers are equipped with essential biblical, theological, and practical ministry skills. They are prepared to:



	Lead Bible studies and prayer groups

	Provide pastoral care and support

	Officiate weddings, funerals, and baptisms

	Serve in outreach, evangelism, and local church ministry




The Field Minister credential affirms your calling, supports your growth, and gives you the credibility and confidence to lead spiritually in everyday life. Once credentialed, Field Ministers can also register a Soul Center, creating a recognized base for their ministry outreach.


This role is perfect for those who want to serve faithfully in the mission field of their own community. Click here to find out more. 




Licensed Minister - Click Here


The Licensed Minister credential at Christian Leaders Institute is for Christians who have sensed a clear calling to ministry and desire official recognition to serve in a variety of leadership and pastoral roles. This credential is granted through the Christian Leaders Alliance and is ideal for those who are ministering part-time, bi-vocationally, or exploring the pathway toward full ordination.


Licensed Ministers are trained through free online courses that cover essential areas such as:



	Biblical and theological foundations

	Christian leadership and preaching

	Pastoral care and counseling

	Ministry skills for officiating ceremonies




This role affirms that the individual has completed a solid core of ministry training and is recognized as a competent, trustworthy spiritual leader in their community.


Licensed Ministers may serve in:



	Local churches and house churches

	Outreach ministries and mission work

	Youth, family, or senior ministries

	Chaplain roles in civic or volunteer contexts




Credentialed Licensed Ministers are also eligible to register a Soul Center, giving them a formal ministry base for leading and serving others. Click here for more information. 




Life Coach Minister - Click Here


The Life Coach Minister credential at Christian Leaders Institute is designed for those who feel called to integrate Christian ministry with coaching principles, helping individuals to grow spiritually, emotionally, and mentally. This credential, granted by the Christian Leaders Alliance, equips you to guide people through life’s challenges and decisions while integrating biblical wisdom and Christian values.


Life Coach Ministers are trained to:



	Provide spiritual guidance alongside practical life coaching

	Help individuals set and achieve personal, career, and spiritual goals

	Offer biblically-based counseling and decision-making support

	Facilitate personal growth and transformation in individuals' lives




This credential is ideal for those who wish to use coaching techniques to empower others while maintaining a strong Christian foundation. Life Coach Ministers may serve in a variety of settings, including:



	One-on-one coaching sessions

	Group coaching or workshops

	Marriage or family coaching

	Counseling in churches or community centers




With this role, you are officially recognized as a Christian Life Coach and may also register a Soul Center, offering a base for your ministry and coaching practice. This path provides flexibility, allowing you to serve part-time, full-time, or in a volunteer capacity, all while offering Christ-centered coaching services. Click here to find out more. 




Ordained Minister - Click Here


The Ordained Minister role is one of the highest ministry credentials offered through the Christian Leaders Alliance, designed for those who are fully committed to a life of Christian ministry and leadership. This credential signifies that the individual has completed extensive training through Christian Leaders Institute and has demonstrated both biblical knowledge and spiritual maturity.


Ordained Ministers are equipped to:



	Preach and teach the Word of God

	Provide pastoral care, counseling, and discipleship

	Officiate weddings, funerals, baptisms, and other key ceremonies

	Lead churches, house churches, mission movements, and outreach ministries

	Mentor and mobilize new Christian leaders




This role is ideal for those serving as pastors, church planters, ministry leaders, or anyone stepping into a recognized and ongoing ministerial calling—whether in a volunteer, part-time, or full-time capacity.


Ordained Ministers are eligible to register a Soul Center, giving them an official base for their ministry work and connecting them to a global network of Christian leaders committed to revival and the advancement of the gospel. Click here to find out more. 




Minister of the Word - Click Here


The Minister of the Word credential is one of the most advanced ordination levels offered by the Christian Leaders Alliance, designed for individuals called to a lifelong vocation of preaching, teaching, and shepherding God's peoplewith deep biblical and theological grounding.


This credential requires the completion of rigorous training, including the full Bachelor of Divinity or Bachelor of Christian Ministry degree at Christian Leaders Institute. These programs provide comprehensive instruction in biblical studies, systematic theology, ministry leadership, preaching, pastoral care, and spiritual formation.


The Minister of the Word is ideal for those who serve or aspire to serve as:



	Pastors or co-pastors in local churches

	Bible teachers and expositors

	Church planters or denominational leaders

	Ministry trainers and theological mentors




Ministers of the Word are called to:



	Faithfully proclaim and teach the Scriptures

	Shepherd God’s people with biblical wisdom and grace

	Administer sacraments and officiate Christian ceremonies

	Mentor and equip new generations of Christian leaders




This role reflects the high biblical standard for teaching elders (1 Timothy 3, Titus 1) and the historic role of ministers called to guard and proclaim sound doctrine.


Credentialed Ministers of the Word may also register a Soul Center, establishing a recognized base for local or global ministry that aligns with their theological training and vocational calling. Click here.




Chaplain Roles at Christian Leaders Institute


Christian Leaders Institute offers a range of chaplaincy training paths designed to equip Christians for impactful ministry in diverse settings. These roles are recognized through ordination with the Christian Leaders Alliance and offer flexible, donation-supported training accessible to both volunteer and career-bound chaplains.




1. Officiating Chaplain (Available 8/25)


The Officiating Chaplain role is designed for those who want to serve in public, civic, or community-based settings by leading Christian ceremonies. This includes:



	Weddings

	Funerals

	Memorials

	House blessings

	Community invocations and prayers




Officiating Chaplains are often involved in volunteer or part-time service as chaplains in first responder units, veteran groups, clubs, or civic events. They are trained to provide pastoral presence, spiritual guidance, and public ministry in sensitive and celebratory moments of life.




2. Ministry Chaplain - Click Here


The Ministry Chaplain role prepares leaders to offer ongoing pastoral care and spiritual support in both church-based and community ministry settings. Ministry Chaplains are equipped to:



	Provide comfort and counseling in times of grief or crisis

	Serve in nursing homes, hospitals, recovery centers, or shelters

	Lead prayer, offer biblical encouragement, and support discipleship

	Assist pastors or lead outreach ministries as chaplains




This role is ideal for bi-vocational ministers, lay leaders, or volunteers who feel called to provide Christ-centered care in daily life and ministry environments. Click here. 




3. Kingdom Chaplain - Click Here


(Requires Bachelor’s Degree in Chaplaincy from Christian Leaders Institute)


The Kingdom Chaplain is the most advanced chaplaincy role offered through Christian Leaders Institute. This role requires completion of the Bachelor of Chaplaincy Degree, which includes in-depth coursework in:



	Theology, biblical studies, and spiritual care

	Crisis response and grief ministry

	Ethical decision-making and chaplain protocols

	Ministry leadership and public communication




Kingdom Chaplains are prepared for professional-level chaplaincy in hospitals, correctional facilities, military settings, corporations, schools, and non-profit organizations. This role reflects a deep calling to bring the hope of Christ into institutional and frontline settings, where pastoral presence is urgently needed.


Graduates of the Kingdom Chaplain program are eligible for high-level recognition and ordination through the Christian Leaders Alliance and can also register a Soul Center as a ministry base for their chaplaincy service.





Each chaplain pathway at Christian Leaders Institute is grounded in biblical training, practical ministry preparation, and a heart for bringing God's presence into the world’s most vulnerable spaces. Click here. 




Types of Soul Centers in the Christian Leaders Alliance Network


The Soul Center movement provides a flexible framework for Christian leaders to establish recognized ministry expressions that fit their calling and context. Whether you're leading a house church, mentoring other leaders, serving the poor, or launching an online ministry, registering a Soul Center gives your work a public identity and affiliation with the global mission of Christian Leaders Alliance.


Here are the main types of Soul Centers:




1. Fellowships


These are smaller, often volunteer-led ministries rooted in everyday life and relationships. Soul Centers in this category may take the form of:



	Bible studies

	Prayer groups

	Evangelism outreaches

	Homeless ministry

	Chaplain ministry to first responders

	Officiating weddings or baptisms for friends and family




Fellowship Soul Centers empower everyday Christians to minister within their natural circles of influence.




2. Ministry Practices


These Soul Centers are focused on a specific ministry skill or service. Examples include:



	Coaching Minister Practice

	Prayer Practice

	Visitation Practice

	Matchmaker Ministry

	MinistryBiz (entrepreneurial ministry work)




Ministry Practices may operate from homes, churches, storefronts, or online platforms. They can be led by credentialed volunteer or part-time ministers seeking to serve in specialized ways.




3. Churches & House Churches


These Soul Centers are traditional church gatherings or home-based worship communities that meet regularly for:



	Worship

	Teaching

	Discipleship

	Prayer and community life




To be registered as a Soul Center, a credentialed Christian Leaders Alliance minister must initiate the registration with the agreement of the local church leadership.




4. Minister Mobilization Centers (MMCs)


These strategic Soul Centers are dedicated to sparking revival through leadership development. MMCs focus on:



	Identifying potential Christian leaders

	Connecting them to Christian Leaders Institute training

	Supporting them through credentialing pathways




These centers serve as regional hubs for empowering grassroots leadership both locally and globally.




5. Mentor Centers & Educational Ministries


A Mentor Center serves as a launchpad for Christian leadership development. Leaders support CLI students in their:



	Academic progress

	Faith walk

	Credential journey




Mentor Centers help multiply ministry effectiveness by raising up trained leaders from within communities.




6. Multi-Purpose Ministries


These Soul Centers have a broad and integrated approach to ministry. While centered around a key mission, they often include a variety of services such as:



	Outreach

	Evangelism

	Counseling

	Special needs ministry

	Street ministry

	Mentorship

	Marketplace ministry




Multi-purpose Soul Centers reflect the Spirit-led diversity of ministry needs within a local context.




7. Online Ministries


Digital Soul Centers reach people through online platforms such as:



	Websites

	Virtual churches

	YouTube, Facebook, WhatsApp, or Telegram groups

	Online preaching or teaching

	Digital discipleship or content creation




These ministries expand the reach of the gospel through innovative use of technology and social media.




8. Ministries (Networks of Churches)


Some Soul Centers represent a network of churches under one organizational umbrella. These ministries may:



	Plant new churches

	Provide oversight to multiple congregations

	Operate under a single leadership structure




When one church begins to multiply, it often grows into a ministry network that can be formally recognized as a Soul Center.




9. Minister Mobilization Center (MMC) Offices


These offices function as administrative and mobilization bases for the broader MMC mission. Their purpose is to:



	Support MMC leaders

	Strategize for regional and global revival

	Coordinate leadership development and credentialing efforts




MMC Offices play a key role in organizing and sustaining the global Soul Center movement.




Why Start a Soul Center?


By registering a Soul Center, you:



	Affirm your calling and give your ministry public identity

	Join a global alliance of Christian leaders

	Gain access to support, training, and recognition

	Multiply your impact in your community and beyond




Whether you're planting a church, mentoring leaders, or running an online outreach, there's a Soul Center type that fits your mission.










The Wedding Officiant Path — A Popular Gateway to Ministry


One of the most accessible and meaningful ways to begin your ministry journey is by becoming a wedding officiant. At Christian Leaders Institute (CLI), this is one of the most popular pathways students choose to begin discovering their calling. It’s not only a legal and spiritual role—it’s a hands-on introduction to the heart of ministry: serving people during life’s most important moments.




Why Start Here?


Officiating weddings is a unique privilege. You are invited into a sacred moment where two people publicly commit their lives to each other. You don’t just stand at the front of the ceremony—you stand with them as a spiritual guide, a source of encouragement, and a representative of God’s love.


This role gives you:



	A platform to minister to couples, families, and communities.

	An opportunity to speak biblical truth into one of the most important institutions—marriage.

	A meaningful way to gain experience in public speaking, pastoral care, prayer, and event leadership.

	A first taste of broader ministry as you discover how your gifts might be used for other roles.




At Christian Leaders Institute, students from all over the world have started here and gone on to become life coach ministers, chaplains, house church leaders, youth ministers, and more. The wedding officiant pathway helps build your confidence and skills—while also opening doors to further ministry opportunities.




From One Ceremony to a Ministry Calling


Being a wedding officiant involves more than saying a few words on a wedding day. It’s a process of preparation, care, and leadership:



	You meet with the couple to hear their story and help them plan a Christ-centered ceremony.

	You walk with them as they prepare for marriage, offering biblical wisdom and prayer support.

	You lead the ceremony in a way that honors God, celebrates love, and offers a meaningful witness to everyone in attendance.




In many ways, officiating a wedding is like leading a mini worship service. There is prayer, Scripture, a message, a blessing—and the powerful declaration of a sacred covenant. For many officiants, this becomes the first time they truly sense what it means to be a minister.




Growing Through Christian Leaders Institute


The Christian Leaders Alliance, in partnership with CLI, offers a study-based ordination program that equips wedding officiants with both legal credentials and theological confidence. But that’s just the beginning. Many who start on this path go on to pursue other ministry roles.


Here are some next steps after becoming a wedding officiant:



	Romance Officiant – Lead anniversary celebrations, vow renewals, and romantic blessing ceremonies.

	Funeral Officiant – Serve grieving families with comfort and hope in times of loss.

	Ministry Officiant – Be ready to lead prayer events, baptisms, and other special ceremonies.

	Youth Ministry Officiant - Become a youth pastor in your local church. Cover the essential training you need. 

	Licensed Minister – Prepare for broader ministry responsibilities in your church or community.

	Ordained Minister – Gain full ministerial standing for volunteer, part-time, or full-time ministry service.

	Minister of the Word – Study deeper theology and biblical leadership to preach, teach, and lead at a higher level.




Each of these roles is part of a larger vision: raising up called Christians to bring the light of Christ into every community.




A Global Movement of Love and Leadership


At Christian Leaders Institute, we’ve seen the wedding officiant path spark ministry dreams around the globe. Whether in urban centers or rural towns, in house churches or large gatherings, wedding officiants are multiplying the message of God’s love and truth—one ceremony at a time.


Your decision to start with weddings can turn into a lifelong journey of impact. With each couple you serve, with each family you bless, you grow in your calling as a Christian leader.




Start Here


If you’re wondering where to begin, enrolling in the Wedding Officiant Skills course. .


Officiating weddings is a doorway to discover your voice, your passion, and your place in God’s plan.


And through Christian Leaders Institute, you’ll have everything you need to walk through that door.


Become ordained with the Christian Leaders Alliance.













CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Chapter Fourteen -Christian Development School







THE CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT School at Christian Leaders Institute is designed to help individuals grow in their personal faith, biblical knowledge, and ministry readiness—whether or not they are pursuing formal ministry roles. This school offers a wide range of free, high-quality correspondence courses focused on spiritual formation, Bible study, prayer, Christian worldview, relationships, and foundational Christian doctrines. It’s an ideal starting point for new believers, small group leaders, volunteers, or anyone who wants to deepen their walk with God. Students can complete courses at their own pace, earn digital credentials, and build a solid foundation for lifelong Christian growth. The Christian Development School equips everyday Christians to live out their faith with confidence and purpose in all areas of life.




[image: ]





The Christian Development School Vision





The Christian Development School is a core feature of Christian Leaders Institute, serving as the driving force behind the creation of high-quality online correspondence courses. This school leads the development of a wide range of adult education offerings, including mini-courses, skill-building courses, and full college-level classes. Many of these courses are recognized for academic credit in the Leadership Excellence School degree programs. In addition, they fulfill the study-based ordination requirements of the Christian Leaders Alliance, equipping students for official ministry roles.


The Christian Development School is passionately committed to the mission of free-access education, firmly believing that high-quality Christian higher education should be available to everyone, regardless of their financial situation. While not all students are in a position to donate, many give generously to support this global, tuition-free learning model—ensuring that anyone called to grow in faith and ministry can do so without financial barriers.


Free Access Courses


The best way to explore the current free-access courses is to visit the Courses folder at Christian Leaders Institute. There, you can browse and find the study options that best fit your goals and calling.




[image: ]


The Courses Folders


When you open the Courses folder, you'll find many options available. The Christian Development School offers hundreds of courses to choose from, covering a wide range of topics for your personal growth, ministry training, and college degree study. 
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Link to the Folders: 


Explore Course Categories at Christian Leaders Institute

Each course is free to access thanks to the generous support of donors who believe in equipping Christian leaders worldwide.



	Getting Started Courses – Designed to help you begin your journey at Christian Leaders Institute with confidence. These courses introduce you to the platform, programs, and opportunities available. Click here. 

	Bible/Theology Courses – Deepen your understanding of the Bible and core Christian doctrines. Ideal for personal growth and preparing for ministry. Click here. 

	Business/Enterprise Courses – Discover how to apply biblical principles to business, leadership, entrepreneurship, and financial stewardship. Click here.

	General Studies Courses – Explore a variety of subjects to support well-rounded learning, including communication, critical thinking, and more. Click here. 

	Ministry Studies Courses – Learn about key areas of ministry such as leadership, pastoral care, evangelism, and church development. Click here. 

	Ministry Skills Courses – Receive practical training in wedding, funeral, youth, and general ministry officiating, as well as leading small groups and other hands-on ministry activities. Click here. 

	Mini-Courses – A collection of short courses focused on discipleship and other topics of interest to active Christians seeking to grow in their faith. Click here. 
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